
 

1 

 

 
Literature Review on Statelessness Research – A Summary 

 

1. Introduction 

 
In 2026, UNHCR commissioned the Peter McMullin Centre on Statelessness (PMCS) at 
the University of Melbourne to undertake a review of research on statelessness. The 
purpose of this exercise was to: 

 
• Understand the breadth and depth of research in the area; 
• Identify key trends in statelessness research;  
• Support a roundtable discussion with statelessness researchers to identify key gaps in 

statelessness research. 
 

This report summarises the results of the review. 

 

(a) Review parameters  

 

The following parameters limited the scope of the review:  
 

• Research whose primary and central focus was statelessness (per the international 
legal definition);  

• Research that was publicly available, in print and online; 
• Research that was primarily published in the last decade (2016–mid 2026);  
• Research that was published in English. 

 
The term ‘research’ was used to encompass both academic literature (primarily in the form 
of journal articles and books) as well as reports based on qualitative or quantitative 
empirical research produced by government agencies, international organisations, and non-
governmental organisations.  

 

(b) Methodology 

 
 Academic literature 
 

To identify relevant academic literature on statelessness, six databases were searched, using 
the search term ‘statelessness’ and ‘stateless’: 

 
• EBSCO (Hosted by the University of Melbourne) 
• HeinOnline 
• ProQuest Central Premium 
• SCOPUS 
• JSTOR 
• LibrarySearch.Unimelb. 

 
Where a database’s functionality allowed it, searches were restricted to peer-reviewed 
content. With the exception of EBSCO where the subject descriptor ‘DE (statelessness)’ 
was used to find articles indexed under that heading, searches across all other databases 

https://www.ebsco.com/
https://heinonline.com/
https://www.proquest.com/
https://www.elsevier.com/products/scopus
https://www.jstor.org/
https://library.unimelb.edu.au/
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were narrowed down to instances where ‘stateless’ or ‘statelessness’ appeared in the article 
or book’s title, abstract, or summary text rather than searched as a free-text term across the 
full body of the work. This decision was made due to the sheer volume of literature that 
touches on statelessness only tangentially. An initial keyword search of the full text returned 
an enormous number of results, many of which discussed nationality, citizenship, or 
migration more broadly without statelessness itself being a focus often ranging from >1k 
results.  
 
This same approach was applied to literature concerning specific stateless minority 
populations (for example: Rohingya, Biharis) where a substantial body of scholarship exists 
on these groups more broadly (covering displacement, discrimination, political history etc) 
without statelessness being the central focus. Such publications were included only where 
the title, abstract, or the database’s ‘snippet’ indicated an engagement with statelessness. 
 
Given the limitations in subject-heading consistency across databases, this search was 
supplemented by reviewing the publication listings of PMCS and the archive of the 
Statelessness and Citizenship Review. However, it should be noted that this methodology 
will not have captured every relevant article or book, for example, in regional journals not 
available in these databases or under terms not captured by the search term and other 
variations. 

 
 Reports 

 
Reports were identified from databases and repositories specific to statelessness research. 
Refworld’s ‘Research and Reports Collection’ was searched using its ‘Stateless persons’ 
protected person category filter, and the Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion’s (ISI) 
StatelessHub Library was searched using its ‘Report’ filters to find outputs from NGO, 
academic, and other/unlabelled sources outside of UN publications. This search was 
supplemented by publication pages of networks and organisations working on statelessness 
including: the Global Alliance to End Statelessness, the European Network on 
Statelessness, the Global Citizenship Observatory, the MENA Statelessness Platform 
and ISI. 

 
 Tags and summaries 
 

Articles, books and reports were tagged with one or more of the following geographic tags 
(where relevant): 
 
• Africa 
• Americas 
• Asia (including Central Asia, Afghanistan and Iran, and the Pacific) 
• Europe 
• Middle East and North Africa 

 
In addition, all articles, books and reports were tagged with one of the following 21 
thematic tags: 
 
• Belonging 
• Childhood statelessness 
• Civil registration, legal identity and nationality documentation 
• Climate change 
• Colonial legacies and decolonisation 
• Country/ regional case study  

https://law.unimelb.edu.au/centres/statelessness/research/publications
https://statelessnessandcitizenshipreview.com/index.php/journal
https://www.refworld.org/collections/research-and-reports
https://www.statelesshub.org/
https://statelessnessalliance.org/en/resources/
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates
https://globalcit.eu/publications/
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/n-XjCANZ0ohrz1MNWcGfGfGOddS?domain=statelessmena.com
https://www.institutesi.org/resources
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• Deprivation of nationality 
• Discrimination and minority groups 
• General/ broad statelessness studies 
• Health 
• Institutions 
• International legal frameworks 
• Legal theory and philosophy 
• Litigation and caselaw 
• Media and art 
• Migration and forced displacement 
• National law and domestic reform 
• Research methods 
• Rights 
• SOGIESC1 and gender discrimination 
• Statelessness determination 

 
Where more than one thematic tag was relevant to an article, book or report, the authors of 
this report took the decision to tag the document with what they considered to be the 
dominant theme. 
 
Articles and books were summarised on the basis of their abstracts (where provided) or 
information contained in the introduction to these documents. Reports were not 
summarised as their content could generally be discerned from the report title.  

 
Use of AI 

 
Microsoft Copilot was used to assist in identifying sub-categories/clusters within each of 
the 21 tags and to compile the corresponding article lists for footnoting. It was also used to 
help paraphrase abstracts and summaries of articles and books, and to count the number of 
articles/books/reports for the snapshot of results below.   

 

(c) Snapshot of results 

 

The following presents a high-level summary of the results of the literature review. 
 

• Total number of publications: 693 
• Total number of academic publications: Journal articles (432) and books (36): 468 
• Total number of reports: 225 

 
Breakdown by region and country: 

 
• The region with the most publications is Asia (184 publications).  
• The region with the fewest publications is the Americas (43 publications).  
• The countries most frequently mentioned in publications are India (35 publication 

mentions) and Myanmar (34 publication mentions). 
 

 
1 This is an abbreviation for ‘sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression and sex characteristics’. 



4 

 

Region Number of individual 
publications 

(books/articles/reports) 

Country Number of 
publication 
mentions2 

Africa 64 Africa-wide3 13 

Angola 2 

Botswana 3 

Cameroon 1 

Comoros 1 

Congo 4 

Côte d’Ivoire 3 

Eswatini 4 

Ethiopia 4 

Ghana 3 

Kenya 8 

Lesotho 2 

Madagascar 1 

Malawi 2 

Mali 1 

Mauritius 1 

Mozambique 2 

Namibia 2 

Nigeria 6 

Rwanda 3 

Senegal 1 

Seychelles 1 

Somalia 1 

South Africa 12 

South Sudan 1 

Tanzania 1 

Uganda 3 

Zambia 3 

Zimbabwe 5 

Americas 43 Americas-wide 4 

Bolivia 3 

Brazil 1 

Canada 6 

Chile 2 

Colombia 2 

Cuba 2 

Dominican Republic 6 

Guatemala 1 

Haiti 3 

United States of 
America 

21 

 
2 Please note that some publications refer to multiple regions/countries. In such cases, the publication is counted multiple times – 

once for each country or region to which it makes reference. 

3 Region-wide refers to publications that discuss the region broadly but not a specific country. 
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Region Number of individual 
publications 

(books/articles/reports) 

Country Number of 
publication 
mentions2 

Asia 184 Asia-wide 20 

Afghanistan 2 

Australia 10 

Bangladesh 25 

Brunei 1 

Cambodia 9 

China 2 

East Timor 2 

India 35 

Indonesia 4 

Iran 6 

Japan 4 

Kiribati 1 

Malaysia 22 

Myanmar 34 

Nepal 2 

New Zealand 1 

North Korea 1 

Pakistan 3 

Papua New Guinea 2 

Philippines 2 

South Korea 1 

Sri Lanka 2 

Thailand 10 

Tuvalu 1 

Vanuatu 1 

Vietnam 2 

Europe 129 Europe-wide 49 

Albania 4 

Austria 1 

Armenia 1 

Belgium 3 

Bulgaria 1 

Czech Republic 2 

Denmark 6 

Estonia 2 

France 2 

Germany 6 

Greece 2 

Hungary 2 

Italy 4 

Latvia 2 

Lithuania 1 

Malta 1 
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Region Number of individual 
publications 

(books/articles/reports) 

Country Number of 
publication 
mentions2 

Montenegro 1 

Netherlands 4 

North Macedonia 2 

Norway 2 

Poland 4 

Portugal 3 

Romania 3 

Russia 3 

Serbia 2 

Slovakia 1 

Spain 2 

Sweden 7 

Switzerland 1 

Ukraine 6 

United Kingdom of   
Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 

21 

Middle East and 
North Africa 

(MENA) 

81 MENA-wide 8 

Bahrain 4 

Egypt 4 

Iraq 11 

Israel 4 

Jordan 1 

Kuwait 11 

Lebanon 10 

Libya 1 

Morocco 3 

Oman 1 

Palestine 5 

Qatar 2 

Saudi Arabia 1 

Syria 16 

Tunisia 1 

United Arab Emirates 3 

Western Sahara   
(Non-Self-Governing 
Territory) 

3 

Yemen 2 

Publications not specific to any region/country 192 
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Breakdown by themes: 
 

• The themes with the most publications are country/ regional case studies (122 
publications), followed by childhood statelessness (63 publications) and discrimination 
and minority groups (59 publications). 

• The themes with the fewest publications are climate change (11 publications), media 
and art (14 publications) and litigation and caselaw (16 publications). 

 

Theme Total number of 
publications 

Region Number4 

Belonging 
 

Articles: 20 
Books: 1 
Reports: 1 
 
Total: 22 

Africa 1 

Americas 0 

Asia 10 

Europe 6 

MENA 3 
 

Childhood statelessness 
 

Articles: 40 
Books: 2 
Reports: 21 
 
Total: 63 

Africa 4 

Americas 1 

Asia 14 

Europe 12 

MENA 5 
 

Civil registration, legal 
identity, and nationality 
documentation 

Articles: 13 
Books: 3 
Reports: 17 
 
Total: 33 

Africa 11 

Americas 1 

Asia 19 

Europe 3 

MENA 4 
 

Climate change 
 

Articles: 9 
Books: 0 
Reports: 2 
 
Total: 11 

Africa 1 

Americas 0 

Asia 2 

Europe 0 

MENA 0 
 

Colonial legacies and 
decolonization 

 

Articles: 20 
Books: 2 
Reports: 0 
 
Total: 22 

Africa 3 

Americas 2 

Asia 7 

Europe 3 

MENA 6 
 

Country/ regional case study 
 

Articles: 33 
Books: 6 
Reports: 82 
 
Total: 121 

Africa 27 

Americas 10 

Asia 33 

Europe 28 

MENA 14 
 

 
4 Please note that not all publications have a corresponding region. Other publications refer to multiple regions/countries. In such 

cases, the publication is counted multiple times – once for each country or region to which it makes reference. 
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Theme Total number of 
publications 

Region Number4 

Deprivation of nationality 
 

Articles: 23 
Books: 1 
Reports: 12 
 
Total: 36 

Africa 2 

Americas 4 

Asia 5 

Europe 13 

MENA 4 
 

Discrimination and minority 
groups 

Articles: 41 
Books: 4 
Reports: 14 
 
Total: 59 

Africa 9 

Americas 1 

Asia 24 

Europe 11 

MENA 3 
 

General/ broad statelessness 
studies 

 

Articles: 8 
Books: 6 
Reports: 3 
 
Total: 17 
 

N/A 

Health 
 

Articles: 23 
Books: 0 
Reports: 10 
 
Total: 33 

Africa 1 

Americas 4 

Asia 13 

Europe 12 

MENA 3 
 

Institutions 
 

Articles: 9 
Books: 0 
Reports: 8 
 
Total: 17 

Africa 2 

Americas 1 

Asia 0 

Europe 1 

MENA 0 
 

International legal frameworks 
 
 

Articles: 18 
Books: 2 
Reports: 0 
 
Total: 20 

Africa 1 

Americas 0 

Asia 1 

Europe 3 

MENA 0 
 

Legal theory and philosophy Articles: 18 
Books: 2 
Reports: 0 
 
Total: 20 

Africa 0 

Americas 0 

Asia 1 

Europe 0 

MENA 3 
 

Litigation and caselaw 
 

Articles: 11 
Books: 0 
Reports: 5 
 
Total: 16 

Africa 2 

Americas 2 

Asia 3 

Europe 6 
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Theme Total number of 
publications 

Region Number4 

MENA 1 
 

Media and art Articles: 11 
Books: 2 
Reports: 1 
 
Total: 14 

Africa 0 

Americas 0 

Asia 6 

Europe 2 

MENA 1 
 

Migration and forced 
displacement 

 

Articles: 25 
Books: 0 
Reports: 14 
 
Total: 39 

Africa 1 

Americas 2 

Asia 14 

Europe 12 

MENA 12 
 

National law and domestic 
reform 

 

Articles: 38 
Books: 1 
Reports: 8 
 
Total: 47 

Africa 3 

Americas 11 

Asia 21 

Europe 11 

MENA 1 
 

Research methods 
 

Articles: 17 
Books: 0 
Reports: 5 
 
Total: 22 

Africa 1 

Americas 2 

Asia 4 

Europe 2 

MENA 0 
 

Rights Articles: 15 
Books: 3 
Reports: 3 
 
Total: 21 

Africa 1 

Americas 1 

Asia 4 

Europe 1 

MENA 3 
 

SOGIESC and gender 
discrimination 

Articles: 22 
Books: 0 
Reports: 12 
 
Total: 34 

Africa 1 

Americas 3 

Asia 7 

Europe 2 

MENA 3 
 

Statelessness determination 
 

Articles: 18 
Books: 1 
Reports: 7 
 
Total: 26 

Africa 3 

Americas 1 

Asia 4 

Europe 13 

MENA 0 
 



10 

 

2. Summary of results by theme 

 

(a) Belonging 

 

There are 20 articles and 1 book tagged under the theme of ‘belonging,’ with Asia 
(countries in South and South-East Asia) being the most represented region. This theme 
groups articles that are concerned with identity and self-conceptualisation with a focus on 
how stateless individuals and communities across different diasporas negotiate their sense 
of belonging. 5  Across these articles, the emphasis is on relational and collective 
understandings of identity. 
 
Another subset of this theme explores how stateless communities exercise agency in 
reshaping their stateless identity. 6  Notably, some articles within this sub-group 
conceptualise statelessness as ‘strategic’. The remaining articles address the concept of 
belonging more generally.7  

 
5  

- Barzoo Eliassi, ‘Statelessness in a World of Nation-States: The Cases of Kurdish Diasporas in Sweden and the UK’ (2016) 
Journal of Ethnic & Migration Studies. 

- Daniel K Thompson, ‘Scaling Statelessness: Absent, Present, Former, and Liminal States of Somali Experience in South Africa’ 
(2017) PoLAR: Political & Legal Anthropology Review. 

- Laurie Manchester, ‘How Statelessness Can Force Refugees to Redefine Their Ethnicity: What Can Be Learned from Russian 
E migre s Dispersed to Six Continents in the Inter-War Period?’ (2016) Immigrants & Minorities. 

- Sincha Park, ‘Mobility and Belonging of Stateless Koreans in Japan’ (2024) 108(2) Journal of Oriental Studies. 

- Susanne Bregnbaek, ‘A Mind of Winter: The Transformative Experience of Estrangement by a Stateless Kurd in Exile in 
Denmark’ (2021) Ethos. 

- Talar Chahinian, Sassie Kasbarian and Tsolin Nalbantian, Armenian Diaspora and Stateless Power Collective Identity in the 
Transnational 20th Century (Bloomsbury London, 2024). (book) 

- Zoe Louise Bell, ‘Experiences of Statelessness and Refugee Protection: Exploring the ‘Rohingya Life’ in Sydney, Australia’ 
(2023) Journal & Proceedings of the Royal Society of New South Wales. 

6  

- Atefeh Ramsari, ‘Reconfiguration of Citizenship Beyond State Boundaries in Rojava’ (2024) Statelessness & Citizenship 
Review. 

- Elena Fiddian-Qasmiyeh, ‘On the Threshold of Statelessness: Palestinian Narratives of Loss and Erasure’ (2016) Ethnic & 
Racial Studies. 

- Jason Tucker and Haqqi Bahram, ‘‘I Must Be from Somewhere. I’m Not from the Moon’: Navigating the Politics of Labelling 
for Stateless Palestinian Refugees from Syria’ (2021) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Jin Hee Lim, ‘Voiceless and Invisible? Statelessness in Northern Thailand and the Purposefully Disorganised Exercise of 
Agency’ (2026) Territory, Politics, Governance. 

- Kalyani Rajendra Yeola, ‘Citizenship as Compromise? Strategic Statelessness and Youth Activism in Tibetan, Uyghur, and 
Baloch Exile Communities’ (2026) Citizenship Studies. 

- Kanai Sarkar and Abdul Awal, ‘Reflexivity and Emotion in the Citizenship Journey of Stateless India-Bangladesh Enclave 
Dwellers’ (2024) Discover Global Society. 

- Maria Kastrinou, Salman Fakher El-Deen and Steven Emery, ‘The Stateless (Ad)vantage? Resistance, Land and Rootedness 
in the Israeli-Occupied Syrian Golan Heights’ (2021) Territory, Politics, Governance. 

- Rimi Nandy, ‘In-Between Borders: Mapping Belonging and Citizenship in the Bengal Borderland’ (2025) Asian Ethnicity. 

- Sara A Karim, ‘Making Sense of Non-Belonging and Statelessness Resulting from Citizenship Testing: The Voices of Stateless 
Kurds’ (2025) Journal of Ethnic & Migration Studies. 

- Sucharita Sengupta, ‘Rethinking Citizenship and Statelessness in South Asia Through the Rohingya Crisis’ (2025) Citizenship 
Studies. 

- Tianlong You, ‘Refusable Citizenship: Stateless Myanmar Muslims and the Contingent Politics of Belonging in China’s 
Southwestern Borderlands’ (2025) Citizenship Studies. 

7  

- Hjorleifur Jonsson, ‘Stexit?: South East Asian Pluralism, Statelessness and Exclusive Identities’ (2017) Anthropology Today. 

- I Sil Yoon, ‘Cosmopolitanism: The Foundational Ground for a More Inclusive Understanding of Belonging to Protect the 
Human Rights of North Korean Stateless Women’ (2020) International Migration. 

- Kristy A Belton, ‘Ending Statelessness Through Belonging: A Transformative Agenda?’ (2016) Ethics & International Affairs. 
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There is 1 report tagged as ‘belonging’ which examines how the practice of deprivation of 
nationality affects the sense of identity and belonging of those whose citizenship is 
revoked.8 

 

(b) Childhood Statelessness 

 

There are 40 articles and 2 books tagged under the theme of ‘childhood statelessness’. 
Asia is the region most represented (especially countries in South and South-East Asia). 
This theme groups articles that focus on children. Most of these articles assess national 
citizenship laws and policies against international standards or examine how forced 
displacement and migration as well as documentation gaps place particular groups of 
children at risk. 
 
The largest sub-group under this theme consists of articles and books that analyse how 
domestic citizenship laws generate or fail to prevent childhood statelessness, spanning 
countries such as South Africa, India, Malaysia, Indonesia, Hungary and Iran. 9  Other 
articles address childhood statelessness more broadly within international law, including 
discussions of development of customary international law in relation to ensuring every 
child has a nationality.10 

 
8  

- Sayed Yusuf Almuhafdha, Statelessness in Bahrain: Its Effect on Identity and Belonging (Report, 2024). 
9  

- Anita Barman, ‘Rights of Children in India: A Study with Special Reference to Stateless Children in Globalize Era’ (2025) 
LawFoyer International Journal of Doctrinal Legal Research. 

- Blanka Ujva ri, ‘Addressing Statelessness Through the Hungarian Citizenship Act’ (2024) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 
- Fatima Khan, ‘Exploring Childhood Statelessness in South Africa’ (2020) Potchefstroom Electronic Law Journal. 
- Jayanta Boruah, ‘Legal Status of Stateless Children in India and Their Right over Access to Justice’ (2021) International 

Journal of Law Management & Humanities. 
- Kanageswary Sanggitha Selvakumaran, Tie Fatt Heeand and Jal Zabdi Mohd. Yusoff, ‘The Need for a Legal Definition of 

Stateless Children in Malaysian National Law and Policy: The Perspective from International Human Rights Law’ (2022) 
UUM Journal of Legal Studies. 

- Liesl Heila Muller, ‘The Law Is Not Enough: Realising the Child’s Right to a Nationality in South Africa’ (2022) Statelessness 
& Citizenship Review. 

- Saeed Haghani, ‘New Legislative Improvements in Reducing Statelessness of Children Born of Iranian Women’s 
Transnational Marriages: Two Steps Forward, One Step Backward’ (2023) Middle East Law & Governance. 

- Sean Lees, ‘Born of the Islamic State: Addressing Discrimination in Nationality Provision Through a Rule of Law Framework’ 
(2016) ISI Working Paper Series. 

- Zahra Abtahi, Keyvan Zamani and Miriam Potocky, ‘Undocumented Children in Iran: A Review of Recent Legal Progress’ 
(2022) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Zendy Wulan Ayu Widhi Prameswari, Erni Agustin and Stefania Arshanty Felicia, ‘A Review of Indonesian Nationality Law: 
Progress Toward the Achievement of SDGs for Every Child’ (2023) Journal of Southeast Asian Human Rights. 

 
10  

- Gauri Vikram, ‘The Nationality of Stateless Children in International Law’ (2023) Indian Journal of Law and Legal Research. 
- Jill Stein, ‘The Prevention of Child Statelessness at Birth: The UNCRC Committee’s Role and Potential’ (2016) International 

Journal of Children’s Rights. 
- Lavinia Spieß and Louise Pyne-Jones, ‘Children at Risk of Statelessness in the Fight Against Terrorism’ (2022) 4(1) 

Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 
- Rodziana Mohamed Razali, Safeguarding Against Statelessness at Birth: International Law and Domestic Legal Frameworks 

of ASEAN Member States (Springer, 2023). (book) 
- Sharelle Anne Aitchison, ‘A Teleological and Child-Sensitive Interpretation of a Country of Former Habitual Residence for 

Stateless Children Born Outside Their Parents’ Country of Nationality or Former Habitual Residence’ (2022) 4(1) 
Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- William Thomas Worster, ‘Customary International Law Requiring States to Grant Nationality to Stateless Children Born in 
Their Territory’ (2022) 4(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- William Thomas Worster, ‘The Obligation to Grant Nationality to Stateless Children Under Treaty Law’ (2019) Tilburg Law 
Review. 

- William Thomas Worster, ‘The Presumption of Customary International Law: A Case Study of Child Statelessness’ (2017) 
The Hague University of Applied Sciences. 
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There are many articles and one book which focus on cross-border and international 
surrogacy arrangements.11 A further cluster of articles focuses specifically on children of 
refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants; these articles broadly examine how forced 
displacement and migration increase the risk of statelessness for children.12  Finally, a 
smaller selection of articles focuses on children’s lived experience and psychosocial 
development (closely related to articles under the ‘belonging’ tag).13  
 

 
11  

- Brí d Ní  Ghra inne and Aisling McMahon, ‘A Public International Law Approach to Safeguard Nationality for Surrogate-Born 
Children’ (2017) Legal Studies. 

- Carson Cook, ‘The Rights of Stateless Children Born from Cross-Border Reproductive Care’ (2023) Emory International Law 
Review. 

- Mai Kaneko-Iwase, Nationality of Foundlings: Avoiding Statelessness Among Children of Unknown Parents Under International 
Nationality Law (Springer, 2021). (book) 

- Marianna Iliadou, ‘International Surrogacy and Stateless Children: Article 7 UNCRC and the Harmful Effects of Statelessness’ 
(2024) Amicus Curiae. 

- Michel Rouleau-Dick, Meiraf Tesfaye and Angelica Conti, ‘Italy’s 2024 Universal Criminalisation of Surrogacy: Heightened 
Risk of Statelessness?’ (2026) 7(2) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Patrick Balazo, ‘Cross-Border Gestational Surrogacy in Japan and the Spectre of Statelessness’ (2017) ISI Working Paper 
Series. 

- Rachael Curtin, ‘Suspension of Citizenship: Ethical Concerns in International Commercial Surrogacy and the Legal 
Possibility of Stateless Children’ (2022) Vanderbilt Journal of Transnational Law. 

- Sanoj Rajan, ‘Ending International Surrogacy-Induced Statelessness: An International Human Rights Law Perspective’ 
(2018) Indian Journal of International Law. 

 
12  

- Ajwang Warria, ‘Stateless Transnational Migrant Children in South Africa: Implications and Opportunities for Social Work 
Intervention’ (2020) African Human Mobility Review. 

- Asher Hirsch, ‘Children Born in Australia’s Asylum System’ (2017) ISI Working Paper Series. 

- Bina Fernandez, Thomas McGee, Zahra Albarazi, Deirdre Brennan and Karen Block, ‘At Risk of Statelessness: Children Born 
in Lebanon to Migrant Domestic Workers’ (2025) International Migration Review. 

- Chae Mims, ‘The Statelessness of the Children of North Korean Women Defectors in China’ (2020) Human Rights Brief. 

- David M Howard, ‘Analyzing the Causes of Statelessness in Syrian Refugee Children’ (2017) Texas International Law Journal. 

- Feby Dwiki Darmawan and Dodik Setiawan Nur Heriyanto, ‘Invoking International Human Rights Law to Prevent 
Statelessness of International Refugee Children Born in Indonesia’ (2023) Prophetic Law Review. 

- Inge Sturkenboom and Laura van Waas, ‘How Real Is the Risk of a ‘Stateless Generation’ in Europe?: Reflections on How to 
Fulfil the Right to a Nationality for Children Born to Refugee and Migrant Parents in the European Union’ (2016) SSRN 
Electronic Journal. 

- Justine Raymond, ‘Childhood Statelessness Prevention in the Migratory Context: The Experience of Syrian Asylum Seekers 
in Belgium’ (2017) Statelessness Working Paper Series. 

- Katalin Bere nyi, ‘Rethinking the Advocacy Tools of the EU in Exporting Legal Principles to the MENAT Region to Tackle 
Childhood Statelessness’ (2016) ISI Working Paper Series. 

- Melvin C Suarez, ‘Foundlings at Risk of Statelessness in the Philippines: Progress and Challenges’ (2026) Melbourne Asia 
Review. 

- Susan Kneebone, Brandais York and Sayomi Ariyawansa, ‘Degrees of Statelessness: Children of Returned Marriage Migrants 
in Can Tho, Vietnam’ (2019) 1(1) Statelessness and Citizenship Review. 

- Thomas McGee, ‘Born of ISIS Genocide: Risk of Statelessness and Stigmatised Nationality Acquisition for Children of Yezidi 
Survivors’ (2020) Rowaq Arabi. 

 
13  

- Adi Fahrudin et al, ‘Construction of Self-Esteem and Self-Confidence in Stateless Children: Scoping Literature Review’ 
(2024) Electrical Systems. 

- Aisha K Yousafzai, Joan Lombardi, Erum Mariam, Tina Hyder and Zarlasht Halaimzai, ‘Statelessness and Young Children’ 
(2022) 4(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Charlie Rumsby, ‘The God School: Informal Christian Education and Emerging Aspirations Among De Facto Stateless 
Children Living in Cambodia’ (2021) European Journal of Development Research. 

- Sari K Ishii, ‘Access to Citizenship for Abandoned Children: How Migrants’ Children Become ‘Stateless’ in Japanese 
Orphanages’ (2021) Journal of Ethnic & Migration Studies. 
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There are 21 reports tagged under ‘childhood statelessness’. 14  The majority of these 
examine the situation of stateless children in Asia and Europe. 

 

(c) Civil registration, legal identity, and nationality documentation 

 

There are 13 articles and 3 books15 tagged under the theme of ‘civil registration, legal 
identity and nationality documentation’. This literature examines the role of birth 
registration, identity cards, and digital ID systems in creating or resolving statelessness. 
Asia is the most represented region. 

 
One strand of this literature focuses on policy and the design of legal identity systems and 
the shift toward biometric and digital identification.16 A second sub-group of the literature 

 
14  

- Center for Migration and Refugee Studies, Preventing Statelessness among Migrant and Refugee Children in North Africa: The 
Case of Egypt (Report, 2021). 

- Council of Europe, European Committee on Legal Co-operation, Feasibility Study on a Non-Binding Legal Instrument 
regarding Stateless Children’s Access to Nationality (Report, 2025). 

- European Network on Statelessness, Addressing the Risks of Statelessness among Children in Migration in Europe (Report, 
2022). 

- European Network on Statelessness, Ending Childhood Statelessness: A Comparative Study of Safeguards to Ensure the Right 
to a Nationality for Children Born in Europe (Report, 2016). 

- European Network on Statelessness, Invisible Kids: Childhood Statelessness in the UK (Report, 2021). 

- European Network on Statelessness, Literature Review and Mapping Study: Risks of Statelessness among the Children of 
Refugees in Europe (Report, 2020). 

- European Network on Statelessness, No Child Should Be Stateless in Austria (Report, 2017). 

- European Network on Statelessness, Why Do Children Become Stateless? (Report, 2016). 

- Fletcher School International Law Practicum and Norwegian Refugee Council, Children on the Margins: The Impacts of 
Depriving Children of Their Right to Nationality and Legal Identity in Northwest Syria (Report, 2023). 

- Ga bor Gyulai and European Council on Refugees and Exiles, The Right to a Nationality of Refugee Children Born in the EU 
and the Relevance of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights (Report, 2017). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion and UNICEF, The Child’s Right to a Nationality and Childhood Statelessness (Report, 
2020). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, Childhood Statelessness (Report, 2018). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, Leaving No Child Behind: Childhood Statelessness and the Fight for Inclusive 
Education Report (Report, 2025). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, Statelessness and Human Rights: The Convention on the Rights of the Child (Report, 
2018). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, The World’s Stateless: Children (Report, 2017). 

- Katie Robertson and Sarah Dale, A Place to Call Home: Shining a Light on Unmet Legal Need for Stateless Refugee Children in 
Australia (Report, 2021). 

- Katie Robertson, Brian and Dorothy Wilson Churchill Fellowship to Investigate Best Practice Models for Providing Legal 
Education and Aid to Stateless Children (Fellowship Report, 2024). 

- Laura Lozano Garcí a and Jose  Alberto Navarro Manic, The Right of ‘Invisible Children’ to Register after Birth and to Acquire a 
Nationality (Report, 2021). 

- Lawyers for Human Rights and the Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, Childhood Statelessness in South Africa (Report, 
2016). 

- Moviment Graffitti, Ending Child Statelessness in Malta (Report, 2026). 

- OSCE/ODIHR, HCNM and UNHCR, Opening Doors for Children: Prevention of Childhood Statelessness – Good Practices in the 
OSCE Area (Report, 2025). 

15  

- Benjamin N Lawrance and Jacqueline Stevens (eds), Citizenship in Question: Evidentiary Birthright and Statelessness (Duke 
University Press, 2017). (book) 

- Natalie Brinham, Citizenship and Genocide Cards: IDs, Statelessness and Rohingya Resistance in Myanmar (Routledge, 2024). 
(book) 

- Wendy Hunter, Undocumented Nationals: Between Statelessness and Citizenship (Cambridge University Press, 2019). (book) 

16  

- Bronwen Manby, ‘‘Legal Identity for All’ and Statelessness: Opportunity and Threat at the Junction of Public and Private 
International Law’ (2020) 2(2) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 
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examines how specific groups experience the process of obtaining civil registration and 
legal identity documentation in practice.17  

 
There are 17 reports under this theme.18 These look at the links between statelessness and 
the lack or denial of civil registration and legal identity documentation in various contexts, 
including Bangladesh, Egypt, Iraq, Morocco, Myanmar, Yemen, Zimbabwe, Southern 
Africa and South-East Asia. 

 

 
- Bronwen Manby, ‘The Sustainable Development Goals and ‘Legal Identity for All’: ‘First, Do No Harm’‘ (2021) World 

Development. 

- Grace Mutung’u and Isaac Rutenberg, ‘Digital ID and Risk of Statelessness’ (2020) 2(2) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Heather Alexander, ‘Nomads and the Struggle for a Legal Identity’ (2020) 2(2) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Lucrezia Canzutti, ‘Making Digital (Non)Citizens: Digital Identity, Non-Knowledge and Statelessness in Cambodia’ (2026) 
Geopolitics. 

- Rodziana Mohamed Razali, Tamara Joan Duraisingam and Nessa Ni Xuan Lee, ‘Digitalisation of Birth Registration System in 
Malaysia: Boon or Bane for the Hard-to-Reach and Marginalised?’ (2022) Journal of Migration and Health. 

 

17  

- Betsy L Fisher, ‘Citizenship, Federalism, and Delayed Birth Registration in the United States’ (2025) Akron Law Review. 

- Bronwen Manby, ‘Preventing Statelessness Among Migrants and Refugees: Birth Registration and Consular Assistance in 
Egypt and Morocco’ (2021) LSE Middle East Centre Paper Series. 

- Louise Parsons and Sabina Lawreniuk, ‘Seeing Like the Stateless: Documentation and the Mobilities of Liminal Citizenship 
in Cambodia’ (2018) Political Geography. 

- Margarida Farinha, ‘‘What About It Is Unclear? I Mean I Was Born Here’: Ungeklärte Staatsangehörigkeit and the 
(Re)Production of De Facto Statelessness in Germany’ (2022) Citizenship Studies. 

- Mohsin Alam Bhat, ‘(Un)Credible Citizen: Citizenship Dispossession, Documents and the Politics of the Rule of Law’ (2024) 
Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies. 

- Natalie Brinham, ‘Looking Beyond Invisibility: Rohingyas’ Dangerous Encounters with Papers and Cards’ (2019) Tilburg 
Law Review. 

- Tejal Khanna, ‘Rohingyas and the (Il)Legal Quest for an Indian Identity’ (2020) 2(2) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

 

18  

- ACAPS, Impact of the Suspension of Birth Registration on the Host Community in Cox’s Bazar (Report, 2021). 

- Alexandra Saieh and Naomi Petersohn (The Danish Refugee Council, The International Rescue Committee, The Norwegian 
Refugee Council), Paperless People of Post-Conflict Iraq (Report, 2019). 

- Amal de Chickera et al, Navigating with a Faulty Map: Access to Citizenship Documents and Citizenship in Myanmar (Report, 
2021). 

- Anette Bayer Forsingdal, Dianne Hubbard and Adrijana Corluka, Birth Registration and Statelessness in the Member States of 
the Southern Africa Development Community (Report, 2022). 

- Bronwen Manby, Preventing Statelessness among Migrants and Refugees: Birth Registration and Consular Assistance in Egypt 
and Morocco (Report, 2019). 

- Bronwen Manby, Statelessness and Digital Identity (Report, 2025). 
- Bronwen Manby, Statelessness and Digital Identity: Beyond ‘Inclusion’ as a Metric for an Acceptable Identification System 

(Report, 2026). 

- Center for Human Rights and Global Justice, Chased Away and Left to Die: How a National Security Approach to Ugandan 
National Digital ID Has Led to Wholesale Exclusion of Women and Older Persons (Report, 2021). 

- Christoph Sperfeldt, Legal Identity and Statelessness in Southeast Asia (Report, 2021). 

- European Network on Statelessness, Birth Registration and the Prevention of Statelessness in Europe (Report, 2020). 

- Fortify Rights, Tools of Genocide: National Verification Cards and the Denial of Citizenship of Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar 
(Report, 2019). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, Locked In and Locked Out: The Impact of Digital Identity Systems on Rohingya 
Populations (Report, 2020). 

- Norwegian Refugee Council, Access to Legal Identity and Civil Documentation among the Muhammasheen (Report, 2024). 

- UNHCR, Exploring the Interface between Birth Registration and Citizenship Determination: A Scoping Study in Seven Countries 
in Southern Africa (Report, 2026). 

- UNHCR, Good Practices Paper: Action 7: Ensuring Birth Registration for the Prevention of Statelessness (Report, 2017). 

- UNHCR, Leaving No One Behind: Statelessness and the Sustainable Development Goals (Report, 2025). 

- Zimbabwe Human Rights Commission, Report on National Inquiry on Access to Documentation in Zimbabwe (Report, 2020). 
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(d) Climate change 

 
There are 9 articles tagged under the theme of ‘climate change’.19 This collection generally 
focuses on how climate change impacts, such as sea-level rise and the potential loss of 
low-lying island territory, create risks of statelessness and affect nationality frameworks. 
Of the 3 articles that make reference to specific regions, 2 are on Asia and the other is on 
Africa. 

 
The articles under this theme examine the legal implications of territorial loss, including 
whether a state that becomes submerged continues to exist in law and whether it can still 
confer nationality. Other articles focus on potential responses to climate-related 
statelessness. 
 
There are 2 reports tagged under ‘climate change’, 20  one which examines risks of 
nationality loss in the context of climate change in the Pacific, and one which is more of a 
toolkit on disaster displacement, which includes a section on citizenship/statelessness 
issues. 
 

(e) Colonial legacies and decolonisation 

 

There are 20 articles and 2 books that fall under the theme of ‘colonial legacies and 
decolonisation’. This group contains work that discusses the nexus between colonial rule 
and statelessness. The region most represented is Asia. The literature can be divided into 
two strands. 
 
Many of the publications under this theme explore statelessness in the context of colonial 
and partition-era origins; for example, through nationality laws inherited from colonial 
administrations or through the new borders and citizenship regimes created during 
decolonisation. 21  Other articles demonstrate how the process of decolonisation itself 

 
19  

- Amr Ezzat Mahmoud Elhaw, ‘Climate Change and the Threat of Statelessness: Towards Bridging the Gap Between Climate 
Justice, International Human Rights Law, and International Humanitarian Law’ (2026) Asia-Pacific Journal on Human Rights 
and the Law. 

- Etienne Piguet, ‘Climatic Statelessness: Risk Assessment and Policy Options’ (2019) Population & Development Review. 
- Jane McAdam, ‘Preserving Statehood Through Population and Government: Safeguarding Nationality and Franchise in the 

Context of Sea-Level Rise and Mobility’ (2024) New Zealand Yearbook of International Law. 

- Jonathan Simon and Heather Alexander, ‘No Port, No Passport: Why Submerged States Can Have No Nationals’ (2017) 
Washington International Law Journal. 

- Leah Ndimurwimo and Michaela Jahnig, ‘The Impact of Climate Change on Statelessness in the Southern African Region’ 
(2022) African Human Mobility Review. 

- Marija Dobric , ‘Rising Statelessness Due to Disappearing Island States: Does the Current Status of International Law Offer 
Sufficient Protection?’ (2019) 1(1) Statelessness and Citizenship Review. 

- Mark Nevitt, ‘Climate Change and the Specter of Statelessness’ (2023) Georgetown Environmental Law Review. 

- Michel Rouleau-Dick, ‘Sea Level Rise and Climate Statelessness: From ‘Too Little, Too Late’ to Context-Based Relevance’ 
(2021) 3(2) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Richa Krishan, ‘Climatic Deterritorialization as an Accelerator to Statelessness’ (2022) International Journal of Law 
Management & Humanities. 

 

20  

- Kate Jastram et al, International Protection for People Displaced across Borders in the Context of Climate Change and Disasters: 
A Practical Toolkit (Report, 2025). 

- Michelle Foster et al, The Future of Nationality in the Pacific: Preventing Statelessness and Nationality Loss in the Context of 
Climate Change (Report, 2022). 

 

21  
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produced exclusions. 22  Outside of these main sub-groups other articles take a more 
theoretical approach that go beyond discussions of statelessness in specific countries.23 

 

(f) Country/ regional case studies 

 

‘Country/ regional case studies’ is a ‘catch-all’ tag for publications that examine 
statelessness within the context of a country or region but do not fit easily into any of the 
other themes. There are a total of 33 articles and 6 books. 
 

 
- Aime e-Noe l Mbiyozo, ‘The Role of Colonialism in Creating and Perpetuating Statelessness in Southern Africa’ (2022) African 

Human Mobility Review. 

- Angelo Dube and Yeukai Mahleza, ‘Analysing the International Legal Framework on Nationality: An African and Asian 
Perspective’ (2024) Comparative and International Law Journal of Southern Africa. 

- Bronwen Manby, ‘Nationality and Statelessness among Persons of Western Saharan Origin’ (2020) Journal of Immigration, 
Asylum and Nationality Law. 

- Cassadee Orinthia Yan, ‘Gender Discrimination in Nationality Law as a Colonial Legacy: Comparative Study on Botswana 
and Senegal’ (2025) International Comparative Jurisprudence. 

- Greg Rawlings, ‘Stateless Persons, Eligible Citizens and Protected Places: The British Nationality Act in Vanuatu’ (2018) 
Twentieth Century British History. 

- Jan Yasin Sunca, ‘Decolonial Politics: State, Statelessness, and Coexistence in Peace’ (2024) Journal of Intervention and 
Statebuilding. 

- Laura Robson, ‘Proto-Refugees? Palestinian Arabs and the Concept of Statelessness before 1948’ (2020) Journal of Migration 
History. 

- Malak Benslama-Dabdoub, ‘Colonial Legacies in Syrian Nationality Law and the Risk of Statelessness’ (2021) 3(1) 
Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Manav Kapur, ‘India’s Citizenship (Amendment) Act: A Throwback to Debates around the ‘Long Partition’’ (2021) 3(1) 
Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Rahel Losier, Fernando Camacho Padilla and Jessica Stites Mor, ‘Statelessness and Solidarity: Palestinians, Dhofaris, and 
Saharawis in Tricontinental Media’ (2024) Bandung. 

- Randi Irwin, ‘Citizenship for the Future: Building Sahrawi Citizenship and Making Territory from Exile’ (2026) PoLAR: 
Political and Legal Anthropology Review. 

- Rup Kumar Barman, The Enclaves of the India-Bangladesh Border: History, Statelessness and Bilateral Relations (Routledge, 
2023). (book) 

- Sara Cosemans, ‘Undesirable British East African Asians: Nationality, Statelessness, and Refugeehood after Empire’ (2022) 
Immigrants & Minorities. 

- Savitri Taylor and Jodie Boyd, ‘Protecting Australian Protected Persons: Statelessness and Papua New Guinea’s 
Independence’ (2022) 4(2) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

 

22  

- Kalupahana Manula Sandaruwan Senevirathne, Annette Quayle and Andrew West, ‘Accounting for the Stateless: Indian 
Tamils and the Historical Construction of Racial Inequality in Sri Lanka’ (2025) Accounting, Auditing & Accountability 
Journal. 

- Rebekah Prystupa, ‘Rethinking Statelessness from Within: De Facto Statelessness and (Dys)Functional Citizenship in Haiti’ 
(2025) 7(2) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Subha Mangal Chakma, ‘Statelessness as Rule and Citizenship as Exception: Analysing Rights and Risks of the Chakmas in 
Arunachal Pradesh’ (2025) Journal of North East India Studies. 

 

23  

- Ayşe Çag lar, Sabyasachi Basu Ray Chaudhury and Ranabir Samaddar (eds), Sites of Statelessness: Laws, Cities, Seas (State 
University of New York Press, 2024). (book)  

- Fabio Santos, ‘The Necropolitics of Statelessness: Coloniality, Citizenship, and Disposable Lives’ (2025) Citizenship Studies. 

- Jane Anna Gordon, ‘Critical Allies: On Contemporary Enslavement and Statelessness’ (2020) 2(1) Statelessness & Citizenship 
Review. 

- Michiel Bot, ‘The Conditions of ‘Savages’? Statelessness, Politics, and Race in Hannah Arendt’s The Origins of Totalitarianism’ 
(2019) 1(2) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Nisha Kapoor and Kasia Narkowicz, ‘Unmaking Citizens: Passport Removals, Pre-Emptive Policing and the Reimagining of 
Colonial Governmentalities’ (2017) Ethnic and Racial Studies. 
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Under this theme, there are 17 articles and 1 book that include discussion of statelessness 
in the context of South-East Asia.24  Malaysia is prominent in this sub-category. Other 
countries under this tag include Thailand and India with discussion surrounding Assam’s 
National Register of Citizens (NRC) procedures and India-Bangladesh border enclaves. 
 
A second sub-group covers articles on Africa with 7 articles and 2 books.25 Another sub-
category of publications (6 articles, 1 book) consists of studies of countries in Europe.26 

 
24  

- Aiswarya Sanath and Anjali Gera Roy, ‘The ‘Undefined’ in Malabar: Tracing the Statelessness in Post-Partition India’ (2026) 
Contemporary South Asia. 

- Amanda Flaim, Lindy B Williams and Daniel B Ahlquist, ‘How Statelessness, Citizenship, and Out-Migration Contribute to 
Stratification among Rural Elderly in the Highlands of Thailand’ (2020) Social Forces. 

- Ankit Raturi, ‘Analysis of the Implementation of the NRC with Respect to Statelessness in Assam’ (2020) Christ University 
Law Journal. 

- Catherine Allerton, ‘Contested Statelessness in Sabah, Malaysia: Irregularity and the Politics of Recognition’ (2017) Journal 
of Immigrant & Refugee Studies. 

- Fahim Shahriar, Shahriar Bulbul Tonmoy and Farhana Yeasmin, ‘Stateless within the State: Citizenship Gain and Livelihood 
Scenario of the Enclave Dwellers in Bangladesh’ (2025) GeoJournal. 

- Hosna J Shewly, ‘Life in De Facto Statelessness in Enclaves in India and Bangladesh’ (2017) Singapore Journal of Tropical 
Geography. 

- Jamie Chai Yun Liew, ‘Homegrown Statelessness in Malaysia and the Promise of the Principle of Genuine and Effective Links’ 
(2019) 1(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Janepicha Cheva-Isarakul, ‘‘Diagnosing’ Statelessness and Everyday State Illegibility in Northern Thailand’ (2019) 1(2) 
Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Janepicha Cheva-Isarakul, ‘Contextualising Statelessness: Contingent Citizenship and the Politics of (Non)Recognition in 
Thailand’ (2024) TRaNS: Trans-Regional and National Studies of Southeast Asia. 

- Katie Robertson, ‘Practical Measures to Meaningfully Implement Article 1(1) of the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of 
Statelessness in Australian Law and Practice’ (2022) 4(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Michelle Foster, Jaclyn L Neo and Christoph Sperfeldt (eds), Statelessness in Asia (Cambridge University Press, 2024). (book) 

- Peter Aning Tedong, Fathin Amelina Fazlie, Evelyn Shyamala and Paul Devadason, ‘‘Us’ versus ‘Them’: (Re)Visiting the Daily 
Life Struggle of Stateless Community in Sabah, Malaysia’ (2024) Planning Malaysia. 

- Pulung Widhi Hananto et al, ‘The Effectiveness of Special Arrangements and Basic Agreements in Overcoming Statelessness 
Issues at the Border between Indonesia and Papua New Guinea’ (2022) Masalah-Masalah Hukum. 

- Regina Menachery Paulose, ‘A New Dawn? Statelessness and Assam’ (2019) Groningen Journal of International Law. 

- Rodziana Mohamed Razali, ‘Addressing Statelessness in Malaysia: New Hope and Remaining Challenges’ (Working Paper, 
Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, 2017). 

- Sakshi, ‘Enigma of International Human Rights with Special Focus on Statelessness in Asian Countries’ (2023) Indian Journal 
of Integrated Research in Law. 

- Tamara Joan Duraisingam, ‘Chronology of Policies Affecting Potentially Stateless Persons and Refugees in Malaysia’ 
(Working Paper, Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, 2016). 

- Tan Kian Leong, ‘Tanah Tumpahnya Darahku: The ‘Genuine and Effective Link’ in Establishing Malaysian Citizenship’ (2021) 
3(2) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

 

25  

- Aaron Hale and Fredline M’Cormack-Hale, ‘Statelessness, Nationality, and Citizenship in Sierra Leone’ (2018) Journal of 
Global South Studies. 

- Bronwen Manby, Citizenship in Africa: The Law of Belonging (Hart Publishing, 2018). (book) 

- Bronwen Manby, ‘The Nationality Laws of the Lusophone States in Africa’ (2019) e-Boletim Lei & Justiça. 
- Cassadee Orinthia Yan, ‘Manufacturing Statelessness through Exclusionary Citizenship Law: A Comparative Study on Kenya 

and South Africa’ (2024) International Comparative Jurisprudence. 

- Cristiano d’Orsi, ‘One Step Forward, Half Step Back: Still a Long Way to Go to End Statelessness in Madagascar’ (2023) 
African Human Mobility Review. 

- Darren Ekema Ewumbue Monono, ‘People’s Right to a Nationality and the Eradication of Statelessness in Africa’ (2021) 
3(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Raymond A Atuguba, Francis Xavier Dery Tuokuu and Vitus Gbang, ‘Statelessness in West Africa: An Assessment of Stateless 
Populations and Legal, Policy, and Administrative Frameworks in Ghana’ (2020) Journal on Migration and Human Security. 

- Samantha Balaton-Chrimes, Knowing Ethnicity (Cambridge University Press, 2026). (book) 

- Simon M Esong, ‘Risk of Statelessness in Cameroon: A Legal Appraisal’ (2023) International Journal of Law Management & 
Humanities.  

 

26 
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There are also a few publications which examine the situation in the Americas (2 articles, 
1 book) and the Middle East and North Africa (1 article, 1 book).27 
 
A significant number of the reports are country-focused/specific, which contributes to 
the high volume (82).28  

 
- Agnieszka Kubal, ‘Can Statelessness Be Legally Productive? The Struggle for the Rights of Noncitizens in Russia’ (2020) 

Citizenship Studies. 

- Caia Vlieks, Nationality and Statelessness in Europe: European Law on Preventing and Solving Statelessness (Larcier-
Intersentia, 2022). (book) 

- Ellie Oppenheim, Ciara n O’Driscoll and Francesca Brady, ‘Exploring UK Public Attitudes towards Stateless People: A 
Network Analysis’ (2025) Social Policy and Society. 

- Magdalena Zabrocka, ‘The Sale of EU Citizenship and the ‘Law’ behind It’ (2023) 5(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Mariangela Veikou, ‘Back to Basics: Stateless Women and Children in Greece’ (2017) Journal of Balkan & Near Eastern 
Studies. 

- Maura Hametz, ‘Statelessness in Italy: The Post-World War I Citizenship Commission in Trieste’ (2019) Contemporanea: 
Rivista di Storia dell’800 e del ‘900. 

- Oleksandra Zmiyenko, ‘The EU: Power(less) in Statelessness? The Case of the Baltic States’ (2018) Zhurnal Issledovanii 
Sotsial’noi Politiki. 

 

27 

- Claire Beaugrand, Stateless in the Gulf: Migration, Nationality and Society in Kuwait (IB Tauris, 2018). (book) 

- Kristy A Belton, ‘Heeding the Clarion Call in the Americas: The Quest to End Statelessness’ (2017) Ethics & International 
Affairs. 

- Kristy A Belton, Statelessness in the Caribbean: The Paradox of Belonging in a Postnational World (University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 2017). (book) 

- PJ Price, ‘Jus Soli and Statelessness: A Comparative Perspective from the Americas’ (2016) Duke University Press. 

- Zahra Albarazi and Thomas McGee, ‘Addressing Statelessness in the MENA Region: A New Network for Mobilisation’ (2023) 
Forced Migration Review. 

 

28  

- ADC Memorial and CF The Right to Protection, Statelessness in Russia and Ukraine: Possible Ways to Overcome the Problem 
(Report, 2019). 

- Amnesty International, Zimbabwe: We Are like ‘Stray Animals’ – Thousands Living on the Margins Due to Statelessness in 
Zimbabwe (Report, 2021). 

- Ana Rita Gil and Nuno Piçarra, Report on Citizenship Law: Portugal (Report, 2020). 

- Anna Dziedzic, Comparative Regional Report on Citizenship Law: Oceania (Report, 2020). 

- Anuscheh Farahat and Kay Hailbronner, Report on Citizenship Law: Germany (Report, 2020). 

- ASKV Steunpunt Vluchtelingen and Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, A Selection of the Accomplishments and 
Successes: Statelessness in the Netherlands (Report, 2022). 

- Asylos, Lebanon: Stateless Palestinians (Report, 2023). 

- Athayi Abdullah, Report on Citizenship Law: Afghanistan (Report, 2017). 

- Munaindy Bathmaloshanee, Maalini Ramalo and Saravanan M Sinpan, Report: Statelessness in Malaysia (Report, 2022). 

- Boston University International Human Rights Clinic, The Campaign to End Statelessness and Perfect Citizenship in Lebanon 
(Report, 2021). 

- Boston University School of Law, Statelessness and Nationality Policy in Tunisia (Report, 2023). 

- Boston University School of Law, The Campaign to End Statelessness in Jordan (Report, 2021). 

- Boston University School of Law, The Campaign to End Statelessness in Iraq (Report, 2022). 

- Boston University School of Law, The Campaign to End Statelessness in Egypt (Report, 2022). 

- Bronwen Manby and Solomon Momoh, Report on Citizenship Law: Nigeria (Report, 2020). 

- Bronwen Manby, Citizenship and Statelessness in the Horn of Africa (Report, 2021). 

- Bronwen Manby, Citizenship and Statelessness in the Member States of the Southern African Development Community (Report, 
2020). 

- Bronwen Manby, Report on Citizenship Law: Zimbabwe (Report, 2019). 

- Bronwen Manby, Statelessness and Citizenship in the East African Community (Report, 2018). 

- Caroline Nalule and Anna Nambooze, Report on Citizenship Law: Tanzania (Report, 2020). 

- Caroline Nalule, Report on Citizenship Law: Kenya (Report, 2020). 

- Center for Migration Studies, Statelessness in the United States: A Study to Estimate and Profile the US Stateless Population 
(Report, 2020). 

- Christine Hobden, Report on Citizenship Law: South Africa (Report, 2018). 

- Christoph Sperfeldt et al, Mapping Statelessness in Cambodia: A Review of the Current Context and Conditions (Report, 2024). 
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- Council of Europe, Statelessness and the Right to a Nationality in Europe: Progress, Challenges and Opportunities (Report, 

2022). 

- Eliyeh Delavari, Report on Citizenship Law: Iran (Report, 2020). 

- European Network on Statelessness, A Catalyst for Action: Working to Address Statelessness in Europe (Report, 2018). 

- European Network on Statelessness, Building for Impact: Addressing Statelessness in Europe (Report, 2017). 

- European Network on Statelessness, Protecting Stateless Persons from Arbitrary Detention in Ukraine (Report, 2016). 

- European Network on Statelessness, Protecting Stateless Persons from Arbitrary Detention in Bulgaria (Report, 2016). 

- European Network on Statelessness, Protecting Stateless Persons from Arbitrary Detention in the United Kingdom (Report, 
2016). 

- Forcier Consulting, A Study of Statelessness in South Sudan (Report, 2017). 

- Francis Dusabe, Report on Citizenship Law: Rwanda (Report, 2020). 

- Heather Alexander, Report on Citizenship Law: Mali (Report, 2020). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, Bangladesh: Together We Can (Report, 2021). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, Kenya: Together We Can (Report, 2021). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, Malaysia: Together We Can (Report, 2021). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, Montenegro: Together We Can (Report, 2021). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, Nepal: Together We Can (Report, 2021). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, Rohingya: Together We Can (Report, 2021). 

- International Development Committee, Bangladesh, Burma and the Rohingya Crisis (Report, 2018). 

- Juan Carlos Sarazua, Report on Citizenship Law: Guatemala (Report, 2020). 

- Julia Schweers, Report on Citizenship Law: Ghana (Report, 2024). 

- Juliana Vengoechea Barrios, Born in the Americas: The Promise and Practice of Nationality Laws in Brazil, Chile, and Colombia 
(Report, 2017). 

- Julio Ce sar Guanche, Report on Citizenship Law: Cuba (Report, 2020). 

- Kelly Kapianga, Report on Citizenship Law: Zambia (Report, 2020). 

- Kristy A Belton, Comparative Regional Report on Citizenship Law: Anglophone Caribbean (Report, 2020). 

- Legal Agenda, Nationality and Cases of Statelessness in the Middle East and North Africa (Report, 2017). 

- Maria Lorena Leiva Salinas, Report on Citizenship Law: Bolivia (Report, 2020). 

- Melati Nungsari and Nicole Fong, Human Rights and Statelessness in Peninsular Malaysia (Report, 2023). 

- Michelle Foster, Katie Robertson and Amelia Walters, Understanding Statelessness in Australia (Report, 2026). 

- National Legislative Bodies / National Authorities, Statelessness and Issues Relating to Nationality in Zambia (Report, 2016). 

- Nationality For All, Statelessness Encyclopedia Asia Pacific (Report, 2024). 

- Nora Trausch et al, Statelessness in Europe: Insights, Evidence Needs and Engagement (Report, 2025). 

- Patrí cia Jero nimo, Report on Citizenship Law: East Timor (Timor-Leste) (Report, 2017). 

- Patrí cia Jero nimo, Report on Citizenship Law: Mozambique (Report, 2019). 

- Reuben Lim Wende, Stateless Rohingya Continue to Struggle for Survival in Myanmar (Report, 2022). 

- Sabin Shrestha, Report on Citizenship Law: Nepal (Report, 2017). 

- Siren Associates and March Lebanon, The Plight of Rightless: Mapping and Understanding Statelessness in Tripoli (Report, 
2019). 

- Siren Associates and UNHCR, Mapping and Understanding Statelessness in Akkar (Report, 2021). 

- Slobodan Cvejic , Persons at Risk of Statelessness in Serbia: Progress Report 2010–2015 (Report, 2016). 

- Ste phane Joe le Teche Ndeno, Risk of Statelessness in West and Central Africa (Report, 2023). 

- Syrians for Truth and Justice, Syrian Citizenship Disappeared: How the 1962 Census Destroyed Stateless Kurds’ Lives and 
Identities (Report, 2018). 

- Tatjana Evas and Ann Va ljataga, Mapping Statelessness in Estonia (Report, 2016). 

- Tigranna Zakaryan, Report on Citizenship Law: Uganda (Report, 2020). 

- Tilburg University and Open Society Foundations, Legal Agenda, Nationality and Cases of Statelessness in the Middle East and 
North Africa (Report, 2016). 

- UNHCR, Faces of Statelessness in the Czech Republic (Report, 2020). 

- UNHCR, Mapping of the Population at Risk of Statelessness in Albania (Report, 2018). 

- UNHCR, Mapping Statelessness in Denmark (Report, 2020). 

- UNHCR, Mapping Statelessness in Lithuania (Report, 2016). 

- UNHCR, Mapping Statelessness in Poland (Report, 2020). 

- UNHCR, Mapping Statelessness in Portugal (Report, 2018). 

- UNHCR, Mapping Statelessness in Slovakia (Report, 2022). 

- UNHCR, Mapping Statelessness in Sweden (Report, 2016). 

- UNHCR, Persons at Risk of Statelessness in Serbia (Report, 2020). 

- UNHCR, Roadmap on Ending Statelessness in North Macedonia (Report, 2023). 

- UNHCR, Statelessness and the Rohingya Crisis (Report, 2017). 
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(g) Deprivation of nationality 

 

There are 23 articles and 1 book tagged under the theme of ‘deprivation of nationality’. 
This theme covers literature on citizenship revocation. Europe is the region most 
represented across the research reviewed with 13 entries. 
 
The largest cluster concerns the post-9/11 trend of using citizenship deprivation as a 
counter-terrorism tool. 29  A second cluster of articles examines international law and 
doctrine and focuses on how these frameworks apply to deprivation of nationality outside 
counter-terrorism contexts.30 The remaining articles under this theme look at deprivation 
mechanisms in specific country contexts.31 

 
- UNHCR, Typology of Stateless Persons in Japan (Report, 2018). 

- Zahra Albarazi, Regional Report on Citizenship: The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) (Report, 2017). 

- Zahra Albarazi, Report on Citizenship Law: Syria (Report, 2021). 

- Zecharias Fassil, Report on Citizenship Law: Ethiopia (Report, 2020). 

- Zeinab Alsabeehg, Report on Citizenship Law: Bahrain (Report, 2021). 

 

29  

- Alice Baxter, ‘’Human Flytipping’: Shamima Begum and the Problem of Statelessness’ (2020) City Law Review. 

- Annam Farooq, ‘Expunging Statelessness from Terrorist Expatriation Statutes’ (2016) Hofstra Law Review. 

- Christophe Paulussen, ‘Stripping Foreign Fighters of Their Citizenship: International Human Rights and Humanitarian Law 
Considerations’ (2022) International Review of the Red Cross. 

- Louise Reyntjens, ‘Citizenship Deprivation under the European Convention-System: A Case Study of Belgium’ (2019) 1(2) 
Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Luuk van der Baaren, Maria Gerdes and Maarten Vink, ‘Waves of Securitisation: The Rise, Fall and Resurgence of Citizenship 
Stripping Regulations in Europe, 1960–2022’ (2025) 7(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Sandra Mantu, ‘‘Terrorist’ Citizens and the Human Right to Nationality’ (2018) Journal of Contemporary European Studies. 

- Sangeetha Pillai and George Williams, ‘The Utility of Citizenship Stripping Laws in the UK, Canada and Australia’ (2017) 
Melbourne University Law Review. 

- Shiva Jayaraman, ‘International Terrorism and Statelessness: Revoking the Citizenship of ISIL Foreign Fighters’ (2016) 
Chicago Journal of International Law. 

 

30  

- Binda Preet Sahni, ‘The Myopic Loss of Nationality Rights Leading to Statelessness’ (2021) Gonzaga Journal of International 
Law. 

- Co man Kenny, ‘Legislated Out of Existence: Mass Arbitrary Deprivation of Nationality Resulting in Statelessness as an 
International Crime’ (2020) International Criminal Law Review. 

- Jules Lepoutre, ‘When Losing Citizenship Is Fine: Denationalisation and Permanent Expatriation’ (2020) Citizenship Studies. 

- K Aswatha, ‘Statelessness: Deprivation of Nationality’ (2025) International Journal of Law Management & Humanities. 

- Laura van Waas and Ssangita Jaghai, ‘All Citizens Are Created Equal, but Some Are More Equal than Others’ (2018) 
Netherlands International Law Review. 

- Luca Bu cken and Rene  de Groot, ‘Deprivation of Nationality under Article 8(3) of the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of 
Statelessness’ (2018) Maastricht Journal of European and Comparative Law. 

- Natalie Brinham, ‘All Ears to the Ground: Resisting Mass Citizenship Stripping and Citizenship Violence’ (2025) 7(1) 
Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Rainer Baubo ck, ‘A Free Movement Paradox: Denationalisation and Deportation in Mobile Societies’ (2020) Citizenship 
Studies. 

- Sanoj Rajan, ‘Statelessness Arising out of Arbitrary Deprivation of Nationality and Persecution: An Irrefutable Link’ (2023) 
International Relations & International Law Journal. 

 

31  

- Christian Brown Prener, Denationalisation and Its Discontents: Citizenship Revocation in the 21st Century: Legal, Political and 
Moral Implications (Brill, 2023). (book) 

- Dava Stasiulis, ‘The Extraordinary Statelessness of Deepan Budlakoti: The Erosion of Canadian Citizenship through 
Citizenship Deprivation’ (2017) Studies in Social Justice. 

- Jing-Han Chen, ‘Exploring Atypical Citizenship Deprivation and Spillover Effects in the Contested Taiwanese Citizenship’ 
(2025) 7(2) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Lindsey N Kingston, ‘Bringing Rwandan Refugees ‘Home’: The Cessation Clause, Statelessness, and Forced Repatriation’ 
(2017) International Journal of Refugee Law. 
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There are 12 reports tagged under deprivation of nationality.32  These mostly focus on 
nationality deprivation practices in Europe. 

 

(h) Discrimination and minority groups 

 

There are 41 articles and 4 books tagged under the theme ‘discrimination and minority 
groups’. This collection examines how discrimination based on ethnicity, religion, or 
‘outsider’ status produces statelessness for specific minority groups. Asia is the region most 
represented across the literature on this theme.  
 
The largest collection of articles concerns the Rohingya (9 articles).33  Apart from the 
Rohingya, many articles also examine other stateless minority communities. 34  These 

 
- Nyi Nyi Kyaw, ‘Citizenship Stripping in Myanmar as Lawfare’ (2022) 4(2) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Sahaj Mathur, ‘Deprivation of Citizenship and the Indian State: Re-Imaging Section 10 of the Citizenship Act 1955 (India)’ 
(2022) NLIU Law Review. 

- Sangita Jaghai, ‘Citizenship Deprivation, (Non)Discrimination and Statelessness: A Case Study of the Netherlands’ (Working 
Paper, Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, 2017). 

 

32  

- David J Trimbach and Nicole Reiz, Unmaking Citizens: The Expansion of Citizenship Revocation in Response to Terrorism 
(Report, 2018). 

- European Network on Statelessness, Deprivation of Nationality and the Prevention of Statelessness in Europe (Report, 2021). 

- European University Institute – Robert Schuman Centre, Revocation of Citizenship: The New Policies of Conditional 
Membership (Report, 2021). 

- Gulf Centre for Human Rights, Amendments to Kuwaiti Nationality Law Pose Serious Threats to Human Rights (Report, 2025). 

- House of Commons Library, Deprivation of British Citizenship and Withdrawal of Passports (Report, 2023). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion and Global Citizenship Observatory, Instrumentalizing Citizenship in the Fight 
against Terrorism (Report, 2022). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, Deprivation of Citizenship: Humanity, Equality, Democracy, Justice, Social Cohesion 
in the UK (Report, 2026). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, The World’s Stateless 2020: Nationality Deprivation (Report, 2020). 

- Jules Lepoutre, Citizenship Loss and Deprivation in the European Union (Report, 2020). 

- MENA Rights Group, Citizenship Stripping in the United Arab Emirates: Statelessness as a Tool of Crackdown (Report, 2024). 

- Open Society Justice Foundations, Unmaking Americans: Insecure Citizenship in the United States (Report, 2019). 

- SALAM for Democracy and Human Rights, Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion and MENA Statelessness Network, 
Arbitrary Revocation of Nationality in Bahrain: A Tool of Oppression (Report, 2021). 

 

33  

- Dipikanta Chakraborty, ‘The Rohingyas Crisis: An Interminable Journey of Statelessness’ (2020) GNLU Journal of Law 
Development and Politics. 

- Kaveri, ‘Being Stateless and the Plight of Rohingyas’ (2017) Peace Review. 

- M Ihsan Qadir, Saif Ur Rehman and S M A Gardezi ‘Stateless Rohingyas: From Crosshair to Crossroads’ (2019) Journal of 
Political Studies. 

- Mausumi Mahapatro and Hans Gebauer, ‘Differentiated Integration among the Stateless Rohingya in Bangladesh’s Camps’ 
(2025) Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies. 

- Mohammad Sabuj, ‘Statelessness of Rohingyas and Their Right to Bangladeshi Citizenship’ (2025) International Journal on 
Minority and Group Rights. 

- Mowsume Bhattacharjee, ‘Statelessness of an Ethnic Minority: The Case of Rohingya’ (2024) Frontiers in Political Science. 

- Nyi Nyi Kyaw, ‘Unpacking the Presumed Statelessness of Rohingyas’ (2017) Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies. 

- Robina Khan et al, ‘International Human Rights and the Plight of Rohingya in Myanmar: Rohingya Muslims Bleed due to 
Statelessness and the Collapse of Citizenship’ (2024) International Journal on Minority and Group Rights. 

- Talha Burki, ‘Life in Limbo for Millions of Stateless People Worldwide’ (2017) Lancet. 

 

34  

- Aakash Chandran, ‘Statelessness, Detention Centres and the Otherisation’ (2021) 3(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- AKM Ahsan Ullah, ‘Stranded in Statelessness: The Biharis of Bangladesh and the Politics of Belonging’ (2026) Asian 
Ethnicity. 
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include Biharis in Bangladesh (4 articles), Roma and Romani groups (4 articles), Bidoons 
in Kuwait (4 articles), and several nomadic, maritime and Indigenous communities, such 
as the Bajau Laut in Eastern Sabah, hill tribes in Thailand, and the Moken. Additional 
country-specific studies address Western Sahara; anti-Haitianism and statelessness across 

 
- Amanda R Cheong, Nur Cameliah Binti Thomas and Mary Anne K Baltazar, ‘Territorial Claims, Unclaimed People: The 

Postcolonial Geopolitics of Statelessness in Sabah, Malaysia’ (2025) Ethnic and Racial Studies. 

- Andrea Marilyn Pragashini Immanuel, ‘The Right to Nationality of the Saharawis and Their Legal Identity Documents’ 
(2023) 27(7) Citizenship Studies. 

- Chrispin Bosire, ‘Statelessness in a State?’ (2017) SSRN Electronic Journal.  

- Christoph Sperfeldt, ‘Legal Identity and Minority Statelessness in Cambodia: Recent Developments’ (2021) 3(2) 
Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Christoph Sperfeldt, ‘Minorities and Statelessness: Social Exclusion and Citizenship in Cambodia’ (2020) International 
Journal on Minority and Group Rights. 

- Daniel Joseph and Bertin M. Louis Jr., ‘Anti-Haitianism and Statelessness in the Caribbean’ (2022) Journal of Latin American 
and Caribbean Anthropology. 

- Eve Hayes de Kalaf, ‘Reframing the Windrush Scandal as an International Statelessness Crisis’ (2024) 6(2) Statelessness & 
Citizenship Review. 

- Ewa Michna and Katarzyna Warmin ska (eds), Identity Strategies of Stateless Ethnic Minority Groups in Contemporary Poland 
(Springer, 2020). (book) 

- Faisal Mukhyat Abu Sulaib, ‘Stateless ‘Bidoon’ in Kuwait: A Crisis of Political Alienation’ (2021) Middle Eastern Studies. 

- Fiorella Rabuffetti and Emily Regan Wills, ‘The Problem with the Comoros Solution: Affect, Citizenship, Statelessness and 
the Kuwaiti Bidoon’ (2025) Citizenship Studies. 

- Greg Acciaioli, Helen Brunt and Julian Clifton, ‘Foreigners Everywhere, Nationals Nowhere: Exclusion, Irregularity, and 
Invisibility of Stateless Bajau Laut in Eastern Sabah, Malaysia’ (2017) Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies. 

- Heather Jean Alexander, The Nationality and Statelessness of Nomadic Peoples under International Law (Oxford University 
Press, 2025). (book) 

- Humera Iqbal, Anushay Malik and Maria Rashid, ‘Suspended Identity: Statelessness, Citizenship Challenges and the 
Impermanence of Identity Status Faced by Pakistani Bengalis’ (2025) Citizenship Studies. 

- Janepicha Cheva-Isarakul and Christoph Sperfeldt, ‘Citizenship and Statelessness among Mobile Maritime Populations: The 
Case of the Moken in Thailand’ (2023) Citizenship Studies. 

- Jose -Marí a Arraiza, Phyu Zin Aye and Marina Arraiza Shakirova, ‘Fighting Imagined Invasions with Administrative Violence: 
Racism, Xenophobia and Nativism as a Cause of Statelessness in Myanmar, the Dominican Republic and Assam (India)’ 
(2020) 2(2) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Julia Grabowska, ‘Forced Evictions: Racial Persecution and Social Exclusion of the Roma Minority in Romania’ (2017) 
Columbia Journal of Transnational Law. 

- K Bhumika, ‘The Romani People: Statelessness, Identity, and the Politics of Diaspora Recognition’ (2025) International 
Journal of Law Management & Humanities. 

- Katalin Bere nyi, ‘Mapping Minorities’ Vulnerability to Hate Speech and Denationalisation with a Focus on East and 
Southeast Asia’ (2020) 2(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Laila Saud Alkhayat and Nawaf Alanezi, ‘A Study of University Students’ Attitudes towards Stateless ‘Bidoon’ Children’s 
Rights in Kuwait’ (2024) Cogent Education. 

- Lia Storey, ‘Windrush Members’ Encounters with the ‘Hostile Environment’ and a Deficit of Citizenship: Centring an 
Agentive Citizenship Experience’ (2024) 6(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Maylis de Verneuil, ‘Nationality: Romani; Citizenship: European’ (Working Paper, Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, 
2016). 

- Mirea Artesani, ‘Breaking the Chains of Statelessness: Addressing the Human Rights Challenges Facing Hill Tribes in 
Thailand’ (2025) Jurnal HAM. 

- Nando Sigona, ‘Everyday Statelessness in Italy: Status, Rights, and Camps’ (2016) Ethnic and Racial Studies. 

- Nannie Sko ld, ‘‘People without a State Also Must Live’: Kurds’ Experiences of Citizenship in the Middle East and the 
Netherlands’ (2019) 1(2) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Nasir Uddin, Scattered Lives of ‘Stateless’ People: The Rohingyas in SAARC and ASEAN Countries (Springer, 2025). (book) 

- Patrick Balazo, ‘Better Must Come: Citizenship and Belonging after Statelessness’ (2019) 1(1) Statelessness & Citizenship 
Review. 

- Samantha Balaton-Chrimes, ‘Jus Tribalis: Statelessness, Ethnicity and Registration in Kenya’ (2024) 6(1) Statelessness & 
Citizenship Review. 

- Suzan Magdy El Tahhan, ‘‘Bidoons’: A Statelessness Plight in Kuwait’ (2022). 

- Walaa Kayyal and Thomas McGee, ‘Differential Treatment and Experience of Two ‘Mobile’ Communities Affected by 
Statelessness in Lebanon: The Bedouin and the Dom’ (2026) Middle East Law and Governance. 

- Will Jernigan, ‘Migration, Indigeneity and Citizenship Law in Southeast Asia’ (Working Paper, Centre on Migration, Policy 
and Society, 2020). 

- Zaglul Haider, ‘Biharis in Bangladesh and Their Restricted Access to Citizenship Rights’ (2018) South Asia Research. 

- Zaglul Haider, Biharis in Bangladesh: Transition from Statelessness to Citizenship (Palgrave Macmillan, 2024). (book) 

https://anthrosource.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Joseph/Daniel
https://anthrosource.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Louis/Bertin+M./Jr.
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the Dominican Republic, Haiti and the Bahamas; Up-Country Tamils in Sri Lanka; 
Makonde and other minority groups in Kenya; and Bengalis in Karachi, Pakistan. The 
remaining articles touch on discrimination more broadly and theoretically.35 

 
There are 14 reports tagged under ‘discrimination and minority groups’.36 The majority 
focus on the Roma, but stateless minority groups in Bangladesh, Iraq, Rwanda and Sri 
Lanka are also covered. 
 

(i) General/ broad statelessness studies  

 

There are 8 articles tagged as ‘general/ broad statelessness studies’.37  There are also 6 
books under this tag. 38  This is the residual category for literature that discusses 
statelessness broadly that does not easily fit within any of the other themes. 

 
35  

- Antje Ellermann, ‘Discrimination in migration and citizenship’ (2020) Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies.  

- Deirdre Brennan, ‘Feminist Foresight in Statelessness Century-Old Citizenship Equality Campaigns’ 2(1) Statelessness & 
Citizenship Review. 

36  

- European Network on Statelessness, Statelessness and the Prohibition on Discrimination against Romani Communities 
(Report, 2024). 

- European Network on Statelessness, Statelessness, Discrimination and Marginalisation of Roma in Albania (Report, 2018). 

- Geoffrey Macdonald, Bangladesh: Urdu-Speaking ‘Biharis’ Seek Recognition, Respect and Rights (Report, 2021). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion and Verite Research, Hill Country Tamils of Sri Lanka: Towards Meaningful 
Citizenship (Report, 2019). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, Citizenship and Statelessness: (In)equality and (Non)discrimination (Report, 2020). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, European Network on Statelessness, European Roma Rights Centre and Desyate 
Kvitnya, Roma Belong: Statelessness, Discrimination and Marginalisation of Roma in the Western Balkans and Ukraine 
(Report, 2017). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, European Network on Statelessness, European Roma Rights Centre and Desyate 
Kvitnya, Roma Belong: Statelessness, Discrimination and Marginalisation of Roma in Albania (Report, 2018). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, European Network on Statelessness, European Roma Rights Centre and Desyate 
Kvitnya, Roma Belong: Statelessness, Discrimination and Marginalisation of Roma in Ukraine (Report, 2018). 

- Minority Rights Group, South Asia State of Minorities Report 2019: Migrant Refugees and the Stateless (Report, 2020). 

- Natalie Brinham et al, Surviving Statelessness and Trafficking: A Rohingya Case Study on Intersections and Protection Gaps 
(Report, 2023). 

- OSCE/ODIHR, Access to Personal Documents for Roma in Ukraine: More Efforts Needed (Report, 2018). 

- Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Defence, Home Affairs and Security, Zimbabwe: Report on the Rwanda Community 
Youth Development Trust Petition on Access to Primary Documents (Report, 2019). 

- UNHCR, Statelessness and Risks of Statelessness in Iraq: Faili Kurd and Bidoon Communities (Report, 2022). 

- UNHCR, ‘This Is Our Home’: Stateless Minorities and Their Search for Citizenship (Report, 2017). 

 

37  

- Alberto Do Amaral Junior and Thiago Assunça o, ‘Citizenship and Statelessness: Access to Rights, Participation and 
Belonging in the Era of International Human Mobility’ (2018) Revista Jurídica. 

- Aylin Çiçekli, ‘Life without Identity: The Invisible Socio-Political and Humanitarian Faces of Statelessness’ (2025) Journal of 
Social Sciences Research. 

- Bronwen Manby, ‘People without a Country: The State of Statelessness’ (2017) Insights on Law & Society. 

- Erika Feller, ‘Tools for the Right to a Nationality: No Time to Be Complacent’ (2020) Brown Journal of World Affairs. 

- Jason Tucker, ‘Artificial Intelligence, Datafication and Exploring the Minimum Content of Nationality’ (2024) 6(1) 
Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Michelle Foster and He le ne Lambert, ‘Statelessness as a Human Rights Issue: A Concept Whose Time Has Come’ (2016) 
International Journal of Refugee Law. 

- Neha Jain and Rainer Baubo ck, ‘Weaponised Citizenship: Should International Law Restrict Oppressive Nationality 
Attribution?’ (Working Paper, Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies, 2023). 

- Rajab Ahirullah, ‘The Role of the International Community and the Responsibility of States to the Existence of Stateless 
Nations from a Human Rights Perspective’ (2026) Journal of Public Representative and Society Provision. 

38  

- Dorota Pudzianowska, Statelessness in Public Law (Peter Lang, 2023). (book) 



24 

 

There are 3 reports under this category.39 
 

(j) Health 

 

There are 23 articles tagged under the theme of ‘health’. The articles under this theme 
examine a variety of topics, for example, how statelessness affects physical and mental 
health outcomes, healthcare access and health policy for stateless people. Asia and Europe 
are the regions most discussed by the literature reviewed.  
 
The largest sub-group of research under this theme explores the impact of COVID-19 on 
stateless populations, also reflected by the dedication of a special issue of the Statelessness 
and Citizenship Review on COVID-19 in 2021. 40  Within this theme, several articles 
spotlight specific states and stateless groups. 
 
A second group of articles delve into the psychological impact of statelessness and explore 
the nexus between daily stressors, trauma and legal precarity, and mental health outcomes.41 

 
- Laura van Waas and Melanie J Khanna (eds), Solving Statelessness (Wolf Legal Publishers, 2017). (book) 

- Mira L Siegelberg, Statelessness: A Modern History (Harvard University Press, 2020). (book) 

- Rainer Baubo ck (ed), Debating Transformations of National Citizenship (Springer, 2018). (book) 

- Tendayi Bloom and Lindsey N Kingston (eds), Statelessness, Governance, and the Problem of Citizenship (Manchester 
University Press, 2021). (book) 

- Tendayi Bloom, Phillip Cole and Katherine Tonkiss (eds), Understanding Statelessness: Lives in Limbo (Routledge, 2017). 
(book) 

 

39  

- Frances Webber, Citizenship: From Right to Privilege (Report, 2022). 

- GLOBALCIT, The Global State of Citizenship 2025 (Report, 2025). 

- International Development Law Organization, Addressing Statelessness through the Rule of Law (Report, 2022). 

 

40  

- Areej Alshammiry, ‘COVID-19 and the Bidoon in Kuwait: Pandemic or Stateless Vulnerabilities’ (2021) 3(1) Statelessness & 
Citizenship Review. 

- Ashley Walters, Taryn Painter and Heidi Meyers, ‘‘I Don’t Know What Tomorrow Will Bring’: Understanding COVID-19’s 
Impact on the United States’ Stateless Population’ (2023) 5(2) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Fre de rique Chabot, ‘Access to Abortion for Undocumented Persons during the COVID-19 Pandemic’ (2021) 3(1) 
Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Laura van Waas and Ottoline Spearman, ‘The Life-or-Death Cost of Being Stateless in a Global Pandemic’ (2020) 
International Journal of Refugee Law. 

- Marie Claire Van Hout, Charlotte Bigland and Nina Murray, ‘Scoping the Impact of COVID-19 on the Nexus of Statelessness 
and Health in Council of Europe Member States’ (2021) Journal of Migration and Health. 

- Mary Anne K Baltazar and Amanda R Cheong, ‘Reaching Stateless, Undocumented and Migrant Communities during the 
COVID-19 Pandemic: Lessons from the Grassroots Humanitarian Effort in Sabah, Malaysia’ (2021) 3(1) Statelessness & 
Citizenship Review. 

- Talha Burki, ‘Statelessness in the COVID-19 Pandemic’ (2021) Lancet. 

- Yuriko Cowper-Smith and Saifullah Muhammad, ‘COVID-19 in Cox’s Bazar: Pandemic Narratives from the World’s Largest 
Refugee Camp’ (2021) 3(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

 

41  

- Ajwang Warria and Victor Chikadzi, ‘Statelessness, Trauma and Mental Well-Being: Implication for Practice, Research and 
Advocacy’ (2022) African Human Mobility Review. 

- Andrew Riley et al, ‘Daily Stressors, Trauma Exposure, and Mental Health among Stateless Rohingya Refugees in 
Bangladesh’ (2017) Transcultural Psychiatry. 

- Chantal Herberholz, ‘‘We Are Inferior, We Have No Rights’: Statelessness and Mental Health among Ethnic Minorities in 
Northern Thailand’ (2022) SSM Population Health. 

- Hivine Ali and Kawa Ari, ‘Addressing Mental Health and Psychosocial Needs in Displacement: How a Stateless Person from 
Syria Became a Refugee and Community Helper in Iraq’ (2021) 19(1) Intervention Journal of Mental Health and Psychosocial 
Support in Conflict Affected Areas. 
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Within this theme, there are also many articles that focus on structural and policy-level 
barriers to healthcare in specific states.42 There are 2 articles that examine the intersection 
between children’s health and birthright citizenship.43 
 
There are 10 reports tagged under the ‘health’ theme.44 The majority focus on health and 
access to healthcare during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

(k) Institutions 

 

There are 9 articles tagged under the theme of ‘institutions’. This theme covers articles on 
international bodies that address statelessness and concern UNHCR’s statelessness 
mandate and flagship campaigns.  
  

 
 

42  

- Amanda R Cheong and Mary Anne K Baltazar, ‘Too Precarious to Walk: An Integrated ‘Three Delays’ Framework for 
Modelling Barriers to Maternal Health Care and Birth Registration among Stateless Persons and Irregular Migrants in 
Malaysia’ (2021) Genus. 

- Humza Thobani et al, ‘Much Room for Change: Access to Surgical Care for Stateless Individuals in Pakistan’ (2023) 
Globalization and Health. 

- Jocelyn Kane, Gezy Schuurmans and Miho Kitamura, ‘Health Care Experiences of Stateless People in Canada’ (2023) Journal 
on Migration and Human Security. 

- Melanie Waite, ‘How Does Statelessness Affect the ‘Right to Health’? An Examination of the Stateless Rohingya in Rakhine 
State, Myanmar’ (Working Paper, Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, 2016). 

- Muhammad Hamid Zaman, Tahera Hasan and Janki Bhatt, ‘Invisible People, Visible Barriers: Healthcare Access for and 
among Ethnic Bengalis in Pakistan’ (2022) 4(2) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Proloy Barua et al, ‘Healthcare Policies for Stateless Populations in ASEAN Countries: A Scoping Review’ (2020) Journal of 
Immigrant and Minority Health. 

- Rapeepong Suphanchaimat et al, ‘Impact of the Health Insurance Scheme for Stateless People on Inpatient Utilization in 
Kraburi Hospital, Thailand’ (2016) Risk Management & Healthcare Policy. 

- Tawatchai Apidechkul, Mary C Smith Fawzi and Kim Alyson Wilson, ‘Factors Related to Immunization Uptake among the Hill 
Tribe and Stateless Children in Northern Thailand: A Mixed Methods Study’ (2026) Vaccine. 

- Theophilus Quartey, Charles Peprah and Anthony Kwame Morgan, ‘Determinants of Health Information Seeking Behavior 
among People at Risk of Statelessness in Ghana’ (2025) Scientific Reports. 

43  

- Osama Tanous, Bram Wispelwey and Rania Muhareb, ‘Beyond Statelessness: ‘Unchilding’ and the Health of Palestinian 
Children in Jerusalem’ (2022) 4(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Rachel E Fabi et al, ‘Stateless at Birth - Birthright Citizenship and the Safeguarding of Immigrant Maternal and Child Health’ 
(2026) Journal of General Internal Medicine. 

 

44  

- European Network on Statelessness, Involving Stateless People in Europe’s COVID-19 Response (Report, 2020). 

- European Network on Statelessness, Situation Assessment of Statelessness, Health, and COVID-19 in Europe (Report, 2021). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, Impact Report: Stateless in a Global Pandemic (Report, 2020). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, Statelessness in a Global Pandemic (Report, 2020). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, Together We Can: The Impact of COVID-19 on Stateless People and a Roadmap for 
Change (Report, 2021). 

- Rohingya Human Rights Initiative, COVID-19 Protection Monitoring and Advocacy for Rohingya Refugees in India (Report, 
2021). 

- Rohingya Human Rights Initiative, Research Report on the Impacts of COVID-19 on the Rohingya Refugees in India (Report, 
2022). 

- SALAM for Democracy and Human Rights and Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, Nothing but a Pen and a Word: Voices 
from the Stateless Bidoon Community in Kuwait during the COVID-19 Pandemic (Report, 2023). 

- UNHCR, Right to Protection and HIAS, Access of Stateless Persons to Medical Care during the COVID-19 and Assessment of the 
Economic and Social Impact of the Lockdown Measures (Report, 2020). 

- UNHCR, The Impact of COVID-19 on Stateless Populations: Policy Recommendations and Good Practices on Vaccine Access and 
Civil Registration (Report, 2021). 

 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Apidechkul+T&cauthor_id=41554245
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Smith+Fawzi+MC&cauthor_id=41554245
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Wilson+KA&cauthor_id=41554245
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Three articles focus on UNHCR’s origins and contemporary critiques of its scope and 
resourcing.45 Other articles focus on UNHCR’s #IBelong Campaign.46 Two articles reflect 
convenings held in 2024, the Statelessness Awareness Forum and the Second World 
Conference on Statelessness.47  
 
There are 8 reports under the theme.48 Some look at how statelessness can be incorporated 
into existing international frameworks, such as the Sustainable Development Goals and the 
Universal Periodic Review. 
 

(l) International legal frameworks 

 

There are 18 articles and 2 books under the theme of ‘international legal frameworks’. 
The publications under this theme concern international and regional legal frameworks on 
statelessness including the 1954 and 1961 Statelessness Conventions, EU law and other 
international human rights instruments (the International Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD), the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(CRC), the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees). Europe is the most 
represented region with three articles on European legal frameworks. 
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- Darren Ekema Ewumbue Monono, ‘UNHCR and Statelessness 30 Years On: A Call for Mandate Review and Mandate Equality’ 
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- Heather Alexander, ‘Keeping Statelessness on the Agenda at the Global Refugee Forum and Beyond’ (2024) 6(1) 
Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Matthew Seet, ‘The Origins of UNHCR’s Global Mandate on Statelessness’ (2016) International Journal of Refugee Law. 
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- Carol Batchelor, ‘Assessment of the #IBelong Campaign Mid-Point and the High-Level Segment on Statelessness’ (2019) 1(2) 
Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Johanna K Schenner, ‘Stateless Persons and the Question of Rights’ (2016) Global Policy. 

- Sky Kruger and Shazia Sader, ‘Strengthened or Sidelined? An Evaluation of Pledges to Eradicate Statelessness in the 
Southern African Development Community’ (2025) African Human Mobility Review. 

- Thomas McGee, ‘Questioning the Eradication Framing of Global Statelessness Work: IBelong and Beyond’ 25(1) (2026) 
Journal of Human Rights. 
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- Aleksejs Ivashuk, Jessica Schmieder and Aleksandra Semeriak Gavrilenok, ‘Reflections on Statelessness Awareness Forum 
(Europe) 2024’ (2024) 6(2) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Subin Mulmi and Jenna Biedscheid, ‘World Conference on Statelessness 2024 – Key Takeaways’ (2024) 6(2) Statelessness & 
Citizenship Review. 
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- European Network on Statelessness, Networking for Change: Annual Report 2014–2015 (Report, 2016). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, Mainstreaming Statelessness and the Right to a Nationality in the Universal Periodic 
Review (Report, 2023). 

- Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, World Conference on Statelessness Report 2019: Building a Global Movement 
(Report, 2019). 

- Southern African Nationality Network and UNHCR, Regional Civil Society Engagement on Statelessness in Southern Africa 
(Report, 2021). 

- UNDP and UNHCR, Partnership in Action: UNDP and UNHCR Cooperation on Forced Displacement and Statelessness (Report, 
2024). 

- UNHCR, Ending Statelessness Together (Report, 2025). 

- UNHCR, The Sustainable Development Goals and Addressing Statelessness (Report, 2017). 

- US Department of State, Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration, Evaluation of PRM-Supported Initiatives to Prevent 
and Reduce Statelessness (Report, 2021). 
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The first group of articles examines the historical development of international legal 
frameworks on statelessness.49 A second group of articles under this theme focuses on EU 
regional frameworks.50  There are also some articles that look at regional developments 
beyond Europe.51 The remaining articles analyse statelessness in relation to international 
conventions and how these frameworks address nationality and protection gaps, and the 
state of international law in relation to statelessness more broadly. Two books also fall under 
this theme, both examining statelessness through the lens of international refugee law.52  
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- Gevisa La Rocca and Luigi Prosperi, ‘Από λιδας: An Analysis of the International Legal Framework in the Field of 
Statelessness and the UNHCR’s Communication Campaign’ (2017) International Review of Sociology. 

- Laura van Waas, ‘‘Are We There Yet?’ The Emergence of Statelessness on the International Human Rights Agenda’ (2017) 
Netherlands Quarterly of Human Rights. 

- Melanie Khanna and Marcella Rouweler, ‘Taking Stock of the Relevance and Impact of the 1961 Convention on the Reduction 
of Statelessness’ (2022) 4(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Michelle Foster, ‘The 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness: History, Evolution and Relevance’ (2022) 4(1) 
Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 
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- Katja Swider and Maarten den Heijer, ‘Why Union Law Can and Should Protect Stateless Persons’ (2017) European Journal 
of Migration and Law. 

- Anne Brekoo, ‘Statelessness in the European Union: Exploring the Potential Value of Union Citizenship’ (2020) 2(1) 
Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Dunja Duic, ‘Legal Status and the Protection of Internationally Displaced Persons/Migrants/Asylum Seekers/Refugees and 
Legally ‘Invisible’ i.e. Stateless Persons in the EU’ (2022) South East European Law Journal. 
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- Andrea Marilyn Pragashini Immanuel, ‘The Customary Obligation to Avoid, Reduce, or Prevent Statelessness in South Asia’ 
(2023) Asian Journal of International Law. 

- John Mukum Mbaku, ‘International Human Rights Law, Statelessness, and the Right to a Nationality in Africa’ (2024) 
Indonesian Journal of International and Comparative Law. 
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- Benyam Dawit Mezmur, ‘Making Their Days Count: The 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness and the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child’ (2022) 4(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Deeksha Tewari, ‘Human Rights and the Status of Stateless Person’ (2022) International Journal of Law Management & 
Humanities. 

- Eric Fripp, Nationality and Statelessness in the International Law of Refugee Status (Hart Publishing, 2016). (book) 

- Eric Fripp, ‘Statelessness, Inability or Unwillingness to Return, and the ‘Country of His Former Habitual Residence’ as the 
Country of Reference for the Purposes of Article 1A(2) of the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees’ (2022) 
International Journal of Refugee Law. 

- Ilyas Khan and Seema Gul, ‘The Protection of Refugees and Stateless Persons under International Law: Contemporary 
Challenges and Legal Reforms’ (2026) Journal of Regional Studies Review. 

- Maria Jose Recalde-Vela, ‘Access to Redress for Stateless Persons under International Law: Challenges and Opportunities’ 
(2019) Tilburg Law Review. 

- Michelle Foster and He le ne Lambert, International Refugee Law and the Protection of Stateless Persons (Oxford University 
Press, 2019). (book) 

- Michelle Foster and Timnah Rachel Baker, ‘Racial Discrimination in Nationality Laws: A Doctrinal Blind Spot of International 
Law’ (2021) Columbia Journal of Race and Law. 

- Michiel Hoornick, ‘Addressing Statelessness through the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination (‘ICERD’)’ (2020) 2(2) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Nathaniel Ejeh, ‘Statelessness; A Reality or Illusion? Finding Answers in International Law’ (2024) A Journal of the 
Department of Jurisprudence and Public Law. 
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(m) Legal theory and philosophy 

 

There are 18 articles and 2 books tagged under the theme of ‘legal theory and philosophy’. 
This theme includes entries that theorise statelessness conceptually by drawing on political 
philosophy, sociology, and critical theory. 
 
The first cluster of articles are concerned with theorising and categorising statelessness 
itself, and Hannah Arendt is commonly the theorist drawn on for these articles.53 For the 
remaining articles, a common thread is that they critique state-centric paradigms of writing 
on statelessness. 54  Several articles argue that statelessness is a manufactured political 
outcome. Some pieces propose alternative ‘frameworks’ for theorising statelessness.55 
 

(n) Litigation and caselaw 

 

There are 11 articles tagged as ‘litigation and caselaw’ with Europe being the most 
represented region. The articles under this theme analyse specific court decisions and 
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Sociology’ (2022) Sociology. 
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University Press, 2018). (book) 

- Tony C Brown, Statelessness: On Almost Not Existing (University of Minnesota Press, 2022). (book) 
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- Bronwen Manby, ‘Schro dinger’s Citizenship: Framing Perspectives for the Resolution of Statelessness’ (2024) 6(1) 
Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 

- Dimitry V Kochenov, ‘Statelessness: A Radical Rethinking of the Dominant Citizenism Paradigm’ (2024) Annual Review of 
Law and Social Science. 

- Francis Tom Temprosa, ‘Statelessness as Rhetoric: The Case for Revisioning Statelessness in Our Statist World’ (2020) 
Berkeley Journal of International Law. 

- Lucia M Rafanelli, ‘The Spectre of Statelessness’ (2025) International Theory. 

- Lynelle Watts and David Hodgson, ‘Rethinking Ethics in the Shadow of Displacement and Statelessness: A Critically Engaged 
Account of Democratic Agency’ (2021) 15(1) Ethics and Social Welfare. 

- Marco Balboni and Barbara Korcari, ‘The Question of the So-Called De-Facto Stateless Persons and Their Protection’ (2024) 
Cuadernos de Derecho Transnacional. 

- Neha Jain, ‘Manufacturing Statelessness’ (2022) American Journal of International Law. 
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- Dilar Dirik, ‘Stateless Citizenship: ‘Radical Democracy as Consciousness-Raising’ in the Rojava Revolution’ (2022) 29(1) 
Identities. 

- Igor Calzada, ‘Emerging Digital Citizenship Regimes: Pandemic, Algorithmic, Liquid, Metropolitan, and Stateless 
Citizenships’ (2022) 27(2) Citizenship Studies. 
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litigation strategies addressing statelessness and consider strategic litigation as a tool for 
advocacy more broadly.  
 
Several articles examine how regional human rights bodies have addressed statelessness 
through their caselaw, including the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (IACtHR) and 
the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR).56 A second cluster examines domestic legal 
systems with a focus on how national courts and tribunals produce exclusion and how 
litigation has been used.57 The remaining articles under this theme focus on specific cases.58 

 
There are 5 reports under this theme: three are guides on strategic litigation, two authored 
by the European Network on Statelessness and one by OSJI and UNHCR.59 

 

(o) Media and art 

 

There are 11 articles and 2 books tagged under the theme of ‘media and art’. The literature 
covers representations of statelessness in the news and popular media as well as artistic and 
cultural works concerning statelessness and the experiences of stateless people. Asia is the 
most represented region across these pieces. 
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Open Society Foundations, 2021). 
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in the Light of International Instruments’ (2023) International Studies Journal. 
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- Delfina Lawson and Macarena Rodriguez, ‘Addressing the Risk of Statelessness in Chile: From Strategic Litigation to 
#ChileReconoce’ (Working Paper, Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, 2017). 

- Talha Abdul Rahman, ‘Identifying the ‘Outsider’: An Assessment of Foreigner Tribunals in the Indian State of Assam’ (2020) 
2(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review. 
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- Christoph Sperfeldt, ‘Statelessness, Genocide and Mass Deportations on Trial: Observations from the Khmer Rouge Trials 
in Cambodia’ (2025) Griffith Law Review. 

- Thomas McGee and Yoana Kuzmova, ‘Comment on the Zhao Case: Can a ‘Victory for Human Rights’ in the Netherlands 
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- European Network on Statelessness, Litigation Toolkit on Statelessness: Volume I – Impact Litigation and Judicial Mechanisms 
to Effect Change (Report, 2024). 

- European Network on Statelessness, Litigation Toolkit on Statelessness: Volume II – Jurisprudence (Report, 2024). 
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Registration (Report, 2021). 

- Frontiers Rights, Seeking Nationality: The Judicial Odyssey of Applicants (Report, 2019). 

- Open Society Justice Initiative and UNHCR, Litigating the Right to a Nationality: A Guide for Practitioners (Report, 2024). 
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One group of articles examines media representations of statelessness, including particular 
media contexts.60  A second sub-group examines artistic and cultural representations of 
statelessness and related experiences.61 

 
There is 1 report under this theme which is an exhibition catalogue covering the 
International Art Contest for Minority Artists Working on Statelessness Themes.62 

 

(p) Migration and forced displacement 

 
There are 25 articles under the theme of ‘migration and forced displacement’. There is 
significant overlap between a number of pieces tagged under this theme and the themes of 
‘discrimination and minority groups’ and ‘deprivation of nationality’. The articles included 
under this tag primarily relate to migration and the interaction between statelessness, 
asylum systems, refugee protection, and border management and migration policies. In 
terms of regional representation, the entries are evenly split between Asia, Europe and the 
Middle East and North Africa.  
 
The largest group of articles consider the forced displacement of Rohingya from Myanmar 
and regional responses to the crisis.63  There are also a significant number of articles 
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- Christopher Faulkner and Samuel Schiffer, ‘Unwelcomed? The Effects of Statelessness on Involuntary Refugee Repatriation 
in Bangladesh and Myanmar’ (2019) 108(2) The Round Table. 

- Mahanam Bhattacharjee Mithun, ‘Ethnic Conflict and Violence in Myanmar: The Exodus of Stateless Rohingya People’ 
(2018) International Journal on Minority and Group Rights. 
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examining the displacement of stateless Kurds and Palestinians.64 Another group of articles 
considers European and EU migration law and policy more broadly.65  The remaining 
articles under this theme address other geographical and forced displacement contexts.66 

 
There are 14 reports that explore statelessness in a forced displacement or migration 
context, covering a wide range of country and regional contexts.67 
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- Oleksandra Zmiyenko, ‘Acquis or Not Acquis: Statelessness in the Context of Forced Migration’ (2021) DPCE Online. 
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(q) National law and domestic reform 

 

There are 38 articles and 1 book tagged under the theme of ‘national law and domestic 
reform’. This group of entries discusses statelessness within domestic legal systems with a 
focus on citizenship and nationality law and their operation. Of the regions represented, 
Asia appears most frequently under this theme. 
 
The largest sub-group of articles examines India’s laws including the 2019 Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA) and the National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam. 68  A 
substantial group of articles (8) also assesses statelessness in the context of immigration 
law in the USA.69 Several entries consider European national citizenship regimes and the 
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interaction between their domestic law and statelessness protection.70 The final sub-group 
of articles comprises other national case studies from Africa, the Middle East, Latin 
America and the Asia-Pacific.71  Some identify gaps in legislation or the domestic legal 
framework. Other articles focus on gaps in implementation. 
There is a total of 8 reports that explore specific national laws and policies with the 
situation in Assam, India again dominating.72 
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(s) Research methods 

 

There are 17 articles tagged under the theme of ‘research methods’. This literature 
examines methodological questions within statelessness research and reflects on the 
development of statelessness studies as an academic area.  

 
The first sub-group of articles examines the scope and development of the area of 
statelessness studies.73 The second group of articles examines the data, research tools or 
methodologies used in statelessness research. 74  Several articles address challenges in 
‘measuring’ statelessness and obtaining data. 
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There are 5 reports under this tag that explore the exercise and methodology of mapping 
statelessness and data collection.75 

 

(t) Rights 

 
There are 15 articles and 3 books tagged under the theme of ‘rights’. This theme concerns 
statelessness in relation to specific rights. Some focus on the right to nationality itself, and 
others are on related rights including housing, education, livelihood and freedom of 
movement. Asia is the most represented region under this theme. 
 
The first sub-group of pieces examines the right to nationality.76 In the remaining cluster of 
publications, most concern the effects of statelessness on access to specific rights including 
housing, livelihood, water, access to justice, freedom of movement and education.77  
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There are 3 reports on rights, two relating to the right to be free from arbitrary detention 
and one on the right to family and private life.78 

 

(u) SOGIESC and gender discrimination 

 

There are 22 articles tagged under the theme of ‘SOGIESC and gender discrimination’.  
 

The majority of articles under this theme examines gender-discriminatory nationality laws 
across countries including Brunei, East Timor, Indonesia, Iran, Kuwait, Lebanon, Malaysia, 
Qatar, and the USA, with Asia being the most prominently represented region.79  Two 
articles discuss broadly how gender-discriminatory nationality laws breach Article 9 of the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.80 

 
A second sub-group of 5 articles specifically discuss how sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression and sex characteristics intersect with statelessness.81  These 
examine how non-recognition of same-sex relationships and/or sexual orientation and 
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gender identity can result in statelessness. Some of these articles also document the 
experiences of stateless communities who also identify as LGBTIQ+. 
 
A third sub-group of articles concerns gendered experiences of statelessness in contexts 
outside of gender discriminatory nationality laws.82  A smaller group of articles takes a 
theoretical approach to understanding statelessness as a gendered problem.83 

 
There are 12 reports. 84  A number of these reports focus specifically on gender 
discriminatory nationality laws in Lebanon. 

 

(v) Statelessness determination 

 
There are 18 articles and 1 book tagged under the theme ‘statelessness determination’. 
This theme includes publications that are related to Statelessness Determination Procedures 
(SDP) and are almost entirely focused on procedures in Europe (14 articles).  

 
The first cluster of publications examines SDPs and assesses their application.85 A few of 
these articles are European-focused. SDPs beyond Europe are discussed in the context of 
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Australia, New Zealand and Nigeria. The second sub-group of articles assesses SDPs more 
generally.86 

 
There are 7 reports on SDPs covering a diverse range of countries and regions.87 
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